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- ſkilful director took in the cultivation of her 
talents, might very well account for her pro 
greſs ; nor is it to be wondered at, when it 
is ald there were ſtill ſtronger reaſons fo 
attention than mere mahagerical regard.- 
Mrs. Green, difficult as it my be believel 
at preſent, from the unwieldineſs of her 6- 
gure, and want of perſonal charms, capti 
vated” the heart of her theatrical ſovereign 
who: then could be obdurate Wien Roſciug 
made love? Oft have we ſeen whole ron 
of females melted by his tale, when he on- 
If affumed this character. How impractici- 
Bie then for a ſingle female to withſtand 
his realizing the lover? "The: lady” rbuld not 
de fingolarly cruel; ſenſi of: dhe miſchieſs 
| the had dene, the repaired them by got 
nature; —a chopping: boy bore Witne 
their loves, Whoſe death i $/ "Hince to be la- 
mented, hs on A prone and public ac- 
count; on orm "as, it was 78 0 
child our 
latter, as 50 erity may 
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ber firſt: onſet in lie well — qponeeors 
Fe between her and Mt. 
ticulars of which, refer our 
ders to the memoirs. of her huſband in the 
preceding part of this work: we ſhall only 
e that an a@ of parliament (only 
ſſed a few months before that event) dil- 
mio urn and left ber as much 
as ever. 
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mh e the” hired, no one having a ſincerer 
_ difreliſh to a monaſtic life, which- ſhe proved 
> imediately form e connexion 
With Mr. Banniſter; of - da y- 
The rowghne/7" of | this gen 
4 the pleaſing preſage . ad 
were tod powerful to be 
and though on his he had a wife and three 
children, yet. ſharing ſix pounds: 4 week, 4 
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0 7 e ee | 
; _ (however unaccountable tor by Either civil 
and Aangbrere of che lage) went into terp- 
ing with this lady, duty remitting one 
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moirs of this gentleman, 
ceſſary to ſay ſomething of 
- father, 2 it was from his uncommon 


ge 
for the character of à player. 
Alexander * was 


that he" enjoyed in ri 
his brother, Captain Roſs, made his 
very conſiderable. David, the rel 
ject of 1 
1728, and at a proper 
Weſtminſters. 1 ;- ſo.car 


ſchool indiſcretions, man he wasi{6 — 
tunate as never to regain- eee eee 
have never heen futhc pointed: out, 
1 | his) hart Jeeps. to his ſiſter 

ht of his reſentment, as then he 
only attributes the cauſe,of his anger” t 


fon's beedleſſeſe and inattentin. 


Thus poor Roſs bad et ſooner 
| his ſtudies at Weſtminſter, than, for a few 
indiſcretions incident to Re f his age, be 
was diſcarded his” father's affection and pro- 
tection; in vain. he wrote, in vain he foli- 
cited ;—this' parent, like the unfeeling mo- 
ther of Savage, natural fon to Lord Rivers, 
ſeemed hurt by his ſon's exiſtence, and with- 
drew from him every little aſſiſtance that 
his youth, his ſituation, and inexperience 
might tequire. In this dilemma, the ſtage 
preſented itſelf,” and poſſeſſing the advanta- 
ges of a good figure and education, they ſe- 
cured him a rank in Covent - garden theatre, 
ſufficient to maintain er in the character 
of a gentleman; \ | | 
As the ſtage was a e he applied, 
15 75 partly from his having no other alter. 
native, it is not to be wondered he did not 
early: exert bimſelf. Another 1 
on his powers might ariſe from the 
probabißty of his father's relenting : 
ever, this laſt hope was finally enn 
by his death, at which. he made 4 will en- 
_ tirely; in favour of his ſiſter, :Jewving him on- 
ly one ſhilling; nay, he carried His reſent- 
ment ſo Far; as to be cn capable *of ſporting 
with his: ſon's. misfortunes in the hour of 
_ -quinting this world, as will appear from the 
4 7 injunction in his wit; 8e And alſo 
that the laid Elizabeth Roſs ſhalf.be- obliged 
to pay, or cauſe to be: paid: 19 0 bes: ſaid 
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ling upori thes ep 1 y. 
May, that being“ hy 1 A7, 
mind of the- ie 
to be born, „% rk 2 
This ſtroke nally y d. 
he therefore applied h ly to his 
profeſſion, the conſequence : of which was, a 
few years raiſed him to a conſiderable rank 
in the theatre, being unive fally rte Br cart 
4 a riſing” performer. Pretiy muc u 
this period it vas that Lord Sp= r threw. 
his eyes om him as a. proper Peron 10 + 
compliſn an act of k DE "and huma- 
nity, that will ever reflect the higbeſt cre- 
dit on his Lordſhip's heaft; the a 
F-m—y My had been debauched by. 
father, to atone for fuc 108 fault, he 
looked upon 48 an ac of /juſtice'; He chere. 


ber as. a” wie 10 "Mr. Roſs, 6 


ber annum. "Roſs's difſipations n is demanded: ſuch 
an addition to his 8 as the lady 
retained n t! ing 1 N 1 eee but 
her charms, the contract wii and 


the marriage celebrate bn 34 Worn, al 1 


The confey / of this match was pr 
ty much . be. expedited From" s 
joung man who* hid net as" yet" learned tc 
correct 4 pa ons 3 ' the tevollection of Nis 
To ; key voto then ow.” 
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ſhe has, a all times, 
debe him by ** ano, gentle n 


neſide there in the courſe of his 
be learned that by the laws of Scotland, a 


is father, Ibis be di 


| 8.5 abel heir to e ha 1 


155 L he which they. were 8 


o e commerce, $81.40 reach the 
of the loweſt retainers. to the 
As wife, under 'all . never loſt 
| {Qticret the errors 


—— would, we. call bleme the neceſſities) 


of her youth corrected the paſſions. of her 


maturer age; and. inſtead. of reproaching, 
endeavoured to re- 


haviour.”. „ by N 


About four years age Mr. 7 purchaſed 


rgh. patent, and being obliged to 


profeſſion, 


— -y 2. will - his, eſtate oF mee 
wor excluſion, - wit out an 2 con- 
of inheritance at the ſame time; 


which laſt circumſtance. bad beep-ogitted by 
ht a proper ground 
2 Lee for the recovery of what he al- 
himſelf; as the gataral, now 


ation of reduction again 


ave the. {penal in his 
and huſband then applied by. repreſen- 


time 
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breaks, of an 


the keen and juſtice of. Mr. Roſs's thi "13 
was ſo ably pleaded by the Lord Advocate 
ind the Solicitor General, that their Lord- 


ſhips gave a decree in His: favour, by which 
he has ſince'- recover 

pounds. 

Having difpoſed of. 1 dann at Edin- 
burgh for three years to Mr. Foote, he ap- 
peared again at ovent-ga 
but juſtice obs es us is obſerve with his 
uſual abilities, — in his fi Fare 

fat and unwieldy, in his too plump ts 
exhibit thoſe diſtenfions* and relaxations of. 


the muſcles, without which an actor can 


pre little expreſſion his voice, which was 


formerly agreeable, ' and well toned, wants 


compaſs from the fame cavſe, and pute 0 
more in mind, from the fequency of 

aftmathie, than 2 en 
ak however, thee” are fl about | 


ee near ſix thouſand | 


arden laſt winter; 


he is grown 
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T the. cons. of theſe pages py hive of 


1 ten found. accident and diſtreſs the ave- 
nues to the ſtage: in the character of Mr. 
Smith, we, however, are fürniſhed with an 


inſtance of one whoſe education, as well as 


diſpoſition, previouſly. qualified him for this 
ptofeſſion; being early. 
fte r-ſchool, and from thence removed to Cam- 
bridge, where he went, e the circle 
of academic ſtudies.. 

What particularly irre . Smith, i in 
_ contempt of the opinion of the world, to at. 
tich himſelf, in preference, to. this line of 
life, we cannot exactiy tell; it appears to 
us to be owing to that prediſpoſing ſome- 
thing in every man's breaſt, Which in ſpite 
of -either advice, or intereſted views, blindly 
urges us forward to the [Oo of our 
_ wiſhes. 
His firſt appearance was at Covent- arden 
theatre, in the character of Theodotius, in 


the Force of Love ; Mr. * played Vene: 
: 


bred at Weſtmin- 


the ** i and tho” the rep! 

liter had been already well e bien, Mf. | 
with ſeconded ſuch abilities, with'. 2 ſpirit 
ud dignity that gave the renten earneſt 
his future theatrical merit: the public”. 
were, however, in ſome eee miſtaken; 

hs merit in acting ariſing principally from: 
hs judgment, he ' ſoon reac od! this — - 
ine of his abilities, and though, on ac- 
unt of many ſtage requiſites, he has long 
ken conſidered as one of the moſt princi- 
ul actors of | Covent*garden; nature bas de- uh 4 
* ſome” particulars. that will ever. keep 5 

lim (in the en e Font reaching 1 * 7 

iſt forum. STARE e 

Mr. Smith ih 1060 ſearcely el as an 

elabliſned performer, When Nia the in- 

tmacy he had early W N. nh a no- 

te Lord (Lord ee he likewiſe he: oY {© 
Indted an acquaintance with that nobleman's 15 1 
iter. To a ſingle lady, from the elegance © If 
bf his perſon” and ' addreſs,” his acquaintance” 
uns dangerous: it turned out fo,—and'tho? 
he idea of his being on the ſtage weighed 
mth her for ſome time as an e 
be, almighty love] which levels all dif- 
inctions, ſilenced thoſe unphiloſophica}} de- 
hates, and, after a. ſhort courtſhip, // they 
both entered into the indiffoluble bonds of” 
matrimony,” 77 . 

The maveikige) e donnd't med, 
han the noble houſe 'of 'Montague was all in a 
me ; 0 were formed—reflexions 
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than, hl ah ia nt and 
nobility often joined togetber, to ſhew the 
ſeparate force of their fi gifications-: : how- 
ever, in the midſt of s duſtle, Smith 


wWaited on his noble hrother-i-iew, and, af- 


ter telling an unvarni/hed tale, made this pro- 
polal,—that if the family he had fo eng dif- 
graced, would allow; him for life a ſum equal 

to th theatrical, acquiſitions, he would ceaſe 
to diſbonour. them; but if not, having no 
other alternative, he muſt even follow that 
profeſſion, diſgraceful. at it may; appear in 
"+, their ches, to prevent adfs of, greater age: 

in; ie. Fair as this propoſal; was, and 

gat as their regards were for the lady, 
it. was rejeted, and Mn. Smith very prudent- 
2 Purſue his former courſe, with a repur 
2 7 Lg W animat 


one, if we may judge dem dhe gener 
_ marringes-of- noble families, which are little 
better than junctions of intereſts, to proſe 
cute unwarrantable pleaſures. with more 
cility. After continuing a widower for. 
few years, he married a lady from ſome 0 
the country parts of England, with a very 
conſiderable fortune? the is ill living, 
88 . au demeb 
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Lud the e oe Mr. Smith/s.views-orl- | 
ically ſeemed to have other directions thanthe - 


xerality of players: His temper was of the 
© |, Jade and ſenſible kind; and * 


| has always be. woof the crater © 
utleman ap private and; | 

u been enabled to ay 

3 ane, be . 


"ts WD; 3 KY . 
ſeman we are aware of combating pub 
nion, in which this amiable performer. has 0 
6 rich in ſince arent \ cm” 
le ſtage; ho impa tality Er 
13 wil to "ablave mu ake pl 
. Smith's: perfor is bo ay nl}? that line | 
propotghon Runes Rm "the eye 
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9 Jak 1 a *. Was bred: deem, 
$ | wed ma years in that occupat 
* in Pall-Mall; © a. ie knowlec 
of his. profeſſion, , which be exemplified in 
little treatiſe -on the tempering) of ſteel, he r. 
Himſelf to eminence, in an art which he ſee! 
ed calculated to purſue, both from r 
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u his, ſo late 10 fle 2 to A 
tom oy On force. of 2 4% 
xrIing to Horace, however: repe "i 
jill rn, tecover Her 5 
ation. „% Tagg 
Vet even here, his attaching hinge to: 
heatre, ſeems, in a great meaſure, to be rug 
led by 1 as * ee been e 
circumſtance: of its t about, 
i bavigny, being early poſſeſſed wh an hi. 
tonic caceethes, often, at the N his 
ends, amuſed them with ſo 
s out of our . 
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venoko, he Nees ſuch ap 7 
Impany, as brought on à bet he would not 
form that part on the ſtage ; ſired with the 
fit of emulation,” he. accepted. it, and fining 
wn to ſtudy it more attentavely, he after- 

* played it for the er of 73 — Fs 
Ss, af Covent-garden. thea ne, 

„ ſtill ſecreted his name and i d 
knding the rehearſals always len g. 

Is he was blached, it 

ption according | to his wiſbes. 

Who can be deaf to the — 
ef? when Young telle us that even „ en, 


1 


8 Ke oF 7 4 i A 


. nabe &. ſure. 


' 774 
e | fot yg 710 { $\ WAG} og 2 NN 


3 


— 345 

. 

— —— — — » 
* = 
= o 


— 4 — _” 


— — wy — — v— 
=; 


* — 


. en he Wot 1 
power of wo har. by ambition, he 
winter appeared in Selim, in the tragedy 
Barbatoſſa. In this character el ? 
mer reputation no Wa dimini 3 t toy 
hitherto abuſed * the attempts of ignor 
of judgment 
9 — at bid a fir for fut 
they gave every e 
enen, the play had à run bor bo 
nights: to crowded. and brilliant audiences, ; 
the hone ning oak hint ſrom the ax 
| bation of the hoy | 
of that tragedy. 
„ OP «05; =; 
Delayal's, which. we hope wall jms. be. 4 


bo is 2 njght 
ders er about in 2 tr 
; fpoct. n 1 as was in one 
bis moſt diſtrefling - — 4 Good Gi 
chat man cats me to the. very. heart ;" 
don't at all wonder at it, replied the 10 
*© conſider, hes „ . 
Me. iSavigny's early. entering into 
neſs confined him principally to. his ſhop, 
life muſt have N too Hill to admit of t 
1 ſhades that make a piece pleaſing from vari 
| RR we oy — Ne . memoirs wil 
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ily agree to, as we lament ths 

| not ; proce them... ſoqger. z... but 06 4 

+ this 1 X 1 7 Deen 40 Fatal 4% Bim as 
he neglect & ring fruit in the proper 
hon, where, being left too long on the 

ughs, they have — the ſeaſon matura- 
un, and conſequently loſt much of their ori- 
mal flavour. It is in the early part of life, 
hen the ardour of enthuſiaſm is up, and the re- 
reſented paſſions Torreſpond with out own, f a 
r Remeds, Ame Rangers, 
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"original, about him: both in 
| Adee, | that his biographer can þ 
line to go by than the cloſeſt 
both: the former abounds with ſo much whin 
and adventure, that were we to take in ever 
a e the portrait would ſwell to ſuc 
ö 1 ſor a plac 
in N hes ntl | Waving,'' therefore, man 
particulars, we ſhall ſelet from this variet 
ſuch, Parts as are neceſſary to give an ide 
of the origin and progreſs of this ſon of humour 
who, 9% Hats alli in all; i e une quale 
ne le Shnter is deſcend 
may peo obably be beſt known in the re 
Giles's; if we may credit the ac 
_— given by himſelf, he its us he w. 
born in a cellar near 'Covent-garden, and | 
the offspring of a chairman on ane fide, an 
an oyſter-woman on the other. Whateve 
the fact was, he was early thrown on the world 
friendleſs, and uneducated, till chance directe 
him £ to. the ſervice of Mr. Chapman, a _ 
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— of low: phi about 1 8 bi 1 
1 his appromtice 4. in this ca he had fre- 1 
quent opportunities of going behind the ſcenes, -- ll 
which — g,, him che firfti paſſion. for 
the ſtage; 2 
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being. 4 bay. of great humour 
and affability, he e himſelf fo much 
4 to the notice bf the whole green room, that 
he went under the appellation of camical Nedz 
u he grew-up, his talents for drollery increaſe = 
ed; and his maſter, ſpon aſtor Aut he fol. 4 
bowed the! fortunes/ of N con „ 
Various were the f 
he underwent in dhe courſe of a 
naiens in this ſervice; ſuch | as his, heſag __ 
1 of fourpence. Fg ps a, Par og 
- ends 8 and . 
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they ar eo Ny F — % Himlelt, rom 

whom they receive irreſiſtible humour and drol- 

ery ; ſo that to him we ſhall. refer. ſuch. of 

our readety' ve pr be informed of theſe 

minutiæ, promiſing * will loſe none 

of their force ken 2 agreeable eigen, iz 
2 rs” ſpent in this, ae 
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that, excepting tle re ion he in 
Sharpe, in che * 3 he was e 
ſpoke, of, However,” ſuch talents could not 
lie long Conctaled; Mr. Garrick obſerving bi 
turn, found he only wanted tem have his abilities 
properly directed; for this purpoſe, he ſat down 
to alter Ben Jobnſoms Every Man m hit Hu- 
mor, and gave the part of Nan. Stephen to 
Shuter ; here it was he repaid the manager's 
judgment, as well as ſhewed the public the 
uncommon forte of his powers; | for though 
Mr. Gatrick and Mr. Wood. ad added to 
their already eftabliſhed merit in Kitely and 
Bobadil, Shuter carried off equal honours ; in 
i oy an TS run, from 
the Rrength' o its ſupport; is reputation 
as an actor, received The fir firſt token of applauſe. 
Though we we before entered a cayeat againſt 


entering. into the many little: anecdotes with 
which the life ef this com market 

we carmot in juſtice mit the Gollowing par- 
ticular, as it lets us a good deal inte his cha- 
racter as a man 2 circumſtance we are al- 
ways happy in reciting for the followers of 
the Mage, wh ever we are 1 . 


ome fiſh; a8 it never entered into any part 
of his. racer to be an ceconomiſt, he ſuf- 
fered nen to be impoſed.” on near — 


br bien 2 e m Wren Pot 
tim a few halfpence for 3 Which the | 
boy diſdaintull eſuling, . .ta his, em 


= 12 4 © is ſtruck with this — of nr 

un hat he immediately took the boy under his 

7. Wl re) provided him with 'a new ſuit gf cloaths, 
to Jad him taught to read and write, and . 


brought him over to E ngland, where he * 
hbly continues in his ee 'ever;ſince: | * 
There is not an-aGor perhaps oh any ſtage, 
that is fo much indebted to nature as Shutter; 
v her he owes: his- all; for though arts and 
education may have made bim more general, 


Noe the queſtion NO: uld he be fo. ori- oh 
| of countenance; 8 ne | pation fiir ron i 


nour, he Has the | happineſs f diſpoſing and 

zun! tering the muſeles of his face imo n vatiet7 
ed, laughable” ſhapes,” which, _—_ _— 1 | 
ar. Wh emetimes border on gri 
been the whole irreſiſtible 3 this. . e 

al. bos not afford that natural variety, but it 9 
of ibounds in affected tones and whimſical vari» 8 
or- tons, which in ſome reſpe& more than ſapply . 
br deficiency. In a word, nurſed and educ 
nt i © in the lap of ſportius nature, his countenance, | 
uy Wl **baviour, and perſon, form a picture wily | 
art laughable; | and h the 7 of the = 
af. Wy bitic often ſees him drop the comedian, his 
le % never dae * of kim. as 2 | comieal , 
d- nan. ws * 8 « N 27 5 e | 
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1 © this here, from his own knowledge, m 1 b) 
bare been many years \acquainted with the rer 

ſtage, :28 he ds the oldeſt acto of any repute 
at preſent belonging to either: theatre, bis com- 
mencement being ſo far back as the year 1737, ul tt 
four years before our Engliſh | Roſcius broke e“ 
forth in the - eaſtern hemiſphere. uch 
His firſt appearance was at e b-de 
fields theatre, under the then management o b he 
= Henry Giffard, where be, continued for ſome wore 
| years; but 10 ſucceſs being rather of the mid- na 
Ming: kipd, he left it, and Fun conjubRion with te. 
Shuter, and ſome others, ſet up à booth at ere 
Bartholomew fair, for the repreſentation off n 
dtrolli and pantomimes; Pantaloon was Vates „ ch. 
ꝓrovince; Shuter's Harlequin. It is not to be heir 
wondered; then, from the abilities of two ſuch. Mr 
comedians, that their ſucceſs was anſwerable n tte 
to their wiſnes, or that they thus proſtitutedſ s li 
their talents, when their profits were: a con- ny, 
ſiderable. Fn 1 1% wn; . This 
The entertainments of this Ma "however g wl 
being cried down, put an end to theſe amuſe- WJ ®oney 


ments ; and Yates adyancing faſt in my pro- 
eſſion 8 
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ion as A. eee *. an theatres. = 
his profits enabled him to live very well with- 


at eit: about this period he likewiſe- nr 


dem by his marriage with Miſs G, (the 5 7 1 1 
nelent Mrs. Yates) who owes a8 great: a | ſhar ar. 
of her theatrical reputation to his Knee 55 


$ his fortune does. to her merit. 


In the memoirs. of Mis. Vates, we have | 
pune entered into a detail of her „ 


al rife and progreſs, which were en 
u by the death of Mrs. Cibber, 


ned in 1765, and that of Mrs. Fatchand th in 125 

1768. Theſe: chaſms ce her to à new. 
aſt of parts, and conſe w_ gave her, genius 

il the exerciſe it could deſire ; the town ap- 


poring her as a ve — ſuoceſſor to two 
ich celebrated e Sig 


demand an inereaſe of ſalary proportioned 
b her merit; but whether 1 La was 


nore than adequate, or the parſimony of the 
managers prevailed, they would not come into 
lis terms; the - conſequence of which was, they: | 
vere immediately engaged under Meſlrs, Col- 
tan and Co. (who at that time had juſt 
chaſed the patent of Mr. Beard, e on 


beir own term. 
Mr. Vates and his vit being many years 


n the theatre at à good ſalar ry, and his be- 
ng likewiſe manager of the — com- 


any, have enabled him to lay by for old age. 
his new engagement exte! his income, 


> which he made a er uſe; for the 
he obtained by his Wm he ſome-, 


H4 times 


induced her huſband. 
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nature; his voice has a touch of hoarſeneſs either 


natural or artificial, which, with @ little alterati- 
on, may readily be adapted to the-rough notes 


of the clown, or the broken accents of old age, 
and did he not ſometimes ſuſpend: the idea of 
realizing his characters by being imperfeci, the 


ſtage is not in poſſefſion of an actor more capital 
in thoſe parts; he is, perhaps, the only actor 
living who ſeems to have a juſt notion of 


| Shakeſpeare's fools; there is a chaſteneſs about 


his playing thoſe characters, that form the belt 
comment on that great poet, and illuſtrate the 


true 


' SS > cs mh tt» -—ww © =. 


Fe 


true force 'of His 1 pen 14 to alt th 5 b. 
dr;ſſes bis parts with Hogular propriety, an 
article, however over-looked ; \ 
general, who are ſo ignorant as ou” to know | 
the extent of their n yet abſolutely = 
neceſſary attended to Ey All 9 


— . 


to be 
who would be eminent their reſpectiwe walks; 
for the benefit of thoſe, whowever, that are 
willing to be informed in this particular, we 

would recommend the peruſal of Ferraris de 
Ro Veſtiaria,” Potter's Greek, and Kennet's 
Roman Antiquities, / as well as the Hiſtory of 
the Perſians, Kaner e and Mexicans. 
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ok 17 in bis N. = Fo 5 
ny he. is ſcarcely i impair 0 | 
oldeſt performers on either theatre, — 


Hs appearance 


Farice as an > alive: hab 1 N . 26 
Tale FINE ed. the part of 
in -ongreve's admirable comedy 
of for Lobe, in ſome of .the ſouthern parts 
of 3 The writer of- theſe, memoirs ſaw 
him about two years aſter this period in Eng- 
land, and 1 it is now twenty-ſeven years 
ago, can ſcarcely perceive any diirepence in his 
appearance, manner, or ſtyle of acting; ſo that 
from theſe cirumſtances it may ily be in- 
ferred, - Mr. Dyer not only wears well, but 
early eſtabliſhed bing AS A. | comedian of ſome 
repute. 182 110 „ 

On his arrival in H ks; "foiled for 
ſome time with ſome of the country compa- 
nies; when weary of a life that has nothi 
40 ſupport it but the novelty of diſtreſs, be en- 

ged at Covent- garden, and ſoon after ap- 
peared in the character of Modely, in the 
Cuſtom of the Manor. His eaſe and ow 
recommended him ta a London audience, and 
under theit protection he has ever Aince con- 
tinued to pleaſe. 

A review of both. theatres, an does 
not exhibit 4 zerſon of more prudence than | 

Mr. ＋ m ner ü Frei Kerns tr Sn to 2 


Having | by Lge means; in 2 
0 ſaved above two thouſand | 


impud 


and. mag a he! bad. the art to 
from” . fre 5 FF -obin 
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8 tain! * e eee from . wo i - 
poor Dyer gave him credit for them e an 
y individual; and under this confidence he fell a ü 
8 acrifice, for the villain not only went off with _ 4 
v the whole, but added another act of almoſt 
» unprecedented robbery, by prep of im 
's the laſt twenty guineas he had in the world, _— 
5 the morning before his eee 98 9 
it To be eprived. of the honeſt induſtry of _ 
1 jouth on the verge of old age, is an over- i 
it match for moſt men's philoſophy : Dyer was not 
e Wl proof to it, —it for a while gloomed his mind, 
and ſoured his temper; time and reflexion, 
however, at laſt prevailed over this misfortune 
which the. following " 8.3 not a * 
le contribute to ROD. 


in the e Cheſter 1 he pew not Thaw every - 
now and then, ruminating on the late event, 
which being obſerved by an officer who Was 
in the coach, he took every method: to amuſe 
bim, by ſinging; and telling a number of agreea- 


ble ſtories. Dyer at. laſt,” perceiving he could 
not be as good company as he would with, 
pologized. to the rw by ae uainling in 
with the particulars of his misfortune. But 
What was bie furpriſe to to hear on mentioning 
the name of his falſe ſrlend, that” this indi- 
vidual man ay Vkewiſe roles, the Pans 


. 2 $443 
| Als 


his all, (deing ed F n he had 
lodged in his hands for a captaincy) and that 
he was then with fifty guineas only in his 
pocket, going to puſh his intereſt (as his laſt 
reſource) with the Secretary of the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, who had been for- 
merly his ſchool- fellow. This ſuperior phi. 
loſophy of his fellow traveller, had a greater 
effect than volumes of ſpiritual advice: from 
this hour he reſolved 'on forgetting his mis- 
fortune: and finding himſelf not yet too old 
to lay by for age, he adopted his former plan 
of cxconomy, which, with the benefits he 
received from this tory being known, has 
enabled him to compals, tho” in a ſmaller de- 
gree, his original intention. 

As a comedian, Mr. Dyer is eber agree- 
able than capital; thoſe A gh he is in the poſ- 
ſeſion of, ſuch as M cly, Count Baſſet, 
Clodio, Mm in the Conſcious Lovers, &c. he 
always ſupports” with : ſpirit which would be 
ſufficiently gratifying, if we would forget Mr. 
Woodward. His rte, we. think, lies in 
footmen; there is a pertneſs in his face and 
erer that n to this 4 of parts, 


© Rte ͤ VPP 
c — : — T__ — 


uneven n an in hits voice. The ee 
of the former af theſe he bas fo little attend 
ed to, Son he diſplays his whole ſtock of 
Gris ſo. much in one part, as to be alway! 
F r the * of W from it ! 
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WOODWARD. 


HERE are, GO Carey few in 

where the deſigns of parents have. coun- 
trated the inclinations of their. children, to, 
rore diſadvantage, than in the hero of theſe” 
memoirs, Had they effectually taken place in 
this inſtance, one of the beſt comedians per- 


haps the 1 5 ſtage has ever produced, 


— have been allotted the walk of obſcu- | 
rity, and Thalia facrificed at the altar of 
Dulneſs one of her moſt favourite votaries. 

Mr. Woodward is the ſon of a ons. 
chandler, who lived in the Borou b, and fol- 
owed that buſineſs many years with reputation 
ind character. 1 being his eldeſt ſon, he 
leſigned him for his profeſſion; but nature 
and inclination. both Mak it. Nor is it, to be 
wondered at, that one poſſeſſed of ſuch natu- 
al comic abilities, ſhould relinquiſh ſuch 8 5 
profeſſion for the ſtage : for prov. h he might 


have literall one "the buſineſs ws 2 
y ſtone in Eg. 
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$52 THEATRICAL BIOGRAPHY. 
tended for, the blaze he has ſince exhibited ir 
the theatrical hemiſphere, muſt be. confſeſſe; 
to have greatly eclipſed the feebler 1:/re 0 
his family profeflion. ... 
The incident that claims Mr. Woodward 
firſt appearance on the ſtage, was in conſe 
uence of his going apprentice-to the late Mr 
Rich, the celebrated manager and Harlequi 
of Covent-garden theatre. Under this grea 
maſter, he was inſtructed in the graces and 
agilities of pantomime, to which he added { 
_ conſiderable a knowledge of the ſack, tha 
when he had performed his indentures, he wa 
engaged by him as a comedian at a very gen 
teel ſalary ; and from an attention to his pro 
feſſion, (for which this performer is exem 
plary) acquired in a little time fo firſt-rate 
reputation in that walk, that in the year 1747 
Mr. Sheridan, manager of Smock-alley the 
'atre, Dublin, engaged him, at no leſs a ſu 
than 500 l. to perform the enſuing winter. [ 
this engagement Mr. Woodward was articlec 
as a comedian and Harlequin, in both whic 
departments he was extremely. uſeful, ane 
brought great receipts. In the former cha 
racter he attacked Mr. Foote in bis favourite 
piece of Tea, or The' Diverſions of the Mars 
ing, with ſuch fuperior ſtrength of humour 
ridicule, and mimickry, as beat him out of the 
field; and in the latter, Ger new pan 
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On Mr. Wood ward's return to England, 
vas inſtantly engaged „Nat Garrick, as 
neceſſary ſupport to eſtabliſh him in the 
nagement of Drury-lane, which he had 
that time purchaſed in conjunction with 
Lacey; that great manager, knowing the 
dhuiſition he had got, never failed of direct. 
j« ſuch abilities in a proper line; and to this 
poſe, revived the comedy of Ben Johnſon's 
ery Man in his Humour, with fome' altera- 
ons and an additional ſcene. . If Mr. Woods 
ard at this time wanted any thing to give 
te full diſplay. to his comic abilities, it was 
b appearance in Bobadil in this comedy; 
character, though its manners are in a 
rat meaſure obſolete, was rendered, from 
bs judicious ſupport of it, one of the chaſteſt 
ud moſt . pleaſing pieces of acting perhaps 
ner performed. The, public: were "ſenſible 


this, and gave it the moſt liberal ap- 


haue: indeed it is to be doubted, if in any 
ture period, this piece will ever appear to 
be advantage it then did, ſince excluſive of 
Ur. Woodward's abilities in Bobadil, Mr. 
barrick in Kitely, Shuter in Maſter Stephen, 
id Yates. in Brainworm, there was ſcarce 


nge, with reſpet to an audience, of the 5 
wnduct of a theatre: being lodged in the 
lands of a man, who as a manager, is able 


erformer * 340 "4 
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by which he had ſaved 


* 
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The increaſe of ſucceſs we often find pre 
duces a defire of more. Mr. Woodward ne 
content with a principal ſalary and benefit 
ved Sooo l. and fillin 
one of the firſt forums of Drury-lane theat 
in the comic caſt, bat he muſt be a mang 
ger, aut Cæſar aut 'nullus; and for this py 
Pole joined with Mr. Barry, who was 4 
that time at Covent-garden theatre, to or 
Poſe Mr. Sheridan in Dublin. A new hou 
was accordingly erected for them in Crow 
ſtreet, in that capital; and on Monday 22 
of October 1758, they opened with the c 
2 of She would and Se would not, or tf 
| Kind Impoſlor, to almoſt empty benches. In 
deed little more could be expected, as th 
names of all the performers of any conſe 
quence (except Mr. King's] were out of thi 
bills. The ſecond night was the Beggor 
Opera, which was reported to be not more 
than 20 l. Theſe diſappbintmente | brought 
the managers forward much ſooner than the 
intended; and when they performed, tht 
people muſt have wanted taſte indeed, no 
Notwithſtanding this management was at: 
tended with ſome ſucceſe in ihe beginning 
pet the long train of ineumbrances they were 
dlogged with, there not being audience 
enough in Dublin to ſupport two houſes; 
and above all, the incompatible” diſpoſition ol 
the managers, rendered both their profit 
inferior to their ſalaries in England: m—_ 
8 1 | this 
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| this laſt come * would have bad 
ficient to overturn their ſcheme, abſtract- 
ed from any other conſiderations. Barry was 
the Mark Anthony, in life, he repreſented 
on the; ſtage —ſplendid, generous, and incons 
ſdetate; whilſt his partner, the reverſe, 
boked at every thing through the medium 
of intereſt. The contrariety of tempers firſt 
produced remonſtrance, from thence it blazed 
io news- paper quarrels, in which both par- 
ies made. themſelves. ridiculous':: however, 


friends, terminated . in an amicable manner, 
ind Mr. Woodward: withdrew his ſhare, oh 
getting ſecurity to be paid his outlet in 
yearly inſtallments. 15 
Our hero now 9 his fors to London 
once more, after miſ] pending his time, and 
impairing his fortune for the courſe of our 
years.; but, his own words in the following, 
prologue | beſt explain his ſitustion, as. well 
s contrition, which we ſhall make no apo- 
157 for . it n the n N 
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PROLOGUE written and ſhoken by Mr. 
WooDWARD, en his firſt appearance at 


_ ©, Covent-garden Theatre, in the Chara#ter of 


Marplot, after having been Manager «t 
Dublin four years, * | Ls 


DEHOLD ! the prodigat—return'd— quite tane— 


4 And (though vol hardly think it) full of fhane; 


Afham'd / ſo long t habe left my patrons here 

On random ſchemes—the Lord knows what and where! 
iti piteous face (long ftranger to a grin) 
Receive the penitent—and let him in 

And then he your's ( and your's (2)—and your's (3) 
e Gods ! what havock does ambition make /— 
Ambition | drove me to the grand miſtate 
Ambition / made me mad enough to roam | 

But now I feel (with joy) that home is home— _ 
— Faith ! they put powder in my drink, d'ye fee; 
Or elſe, by Pharaoh's foot, it could not be / 

Beli le Queen Mab touch'd me (at full o'th' moon) 
Manager's batoon— 


( 


And fo 1 dreamt of riches, honour, pom 


* Twas but a dream tho'—and that dream is 0'er— 


How happy now, I walk my native ground“ 


Above—below—nay ! faith—all round and round, 


(1) (a) (3) Pit, boxes, and gallery | * 
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| however the fatire of Churchill, and 2 


To fee the prodigal poor Were 
Perhaps, Im vain, * We the caſe mi 
No, n0—yes—fov old acquaintance watt '- 919 
dome gen rous, | | 
Befides, I ol. my || 
-0h, ho I'they 89 e 
Iter an ab ſence of four tedious years —— ; 
MarriOT, to night —fo ſays the bill '# toe 1 
Now waits your płænfure with his ufual Ws; 6052 
(1! may 1 aft the pare flill oer ee, 
But never be the Buly” ag. + more. wo ou 5 gd 
In this theatte: he ever” ſabe we ep ad 
the top of his profeſſion as 3 comedian,” till 
1 late fracas with the acting manager of 
Covent-garden theatre, had for a time 
rived that ſtage of ſo able and excellent a 
reteran, Who is to blame, we will not pre- 
tend to fays further than that the A * who 
could loſe ſo capital a performer,” for for a Pd 
allo, muſt be little inſtructed in his own in- 
reſt, —leſs in the entertainment of the 
ablic. by 04 
Fl. a collins. we look up „ 105 Wood: 
rard as unequalled in his caſt of parts; and 


cities, might have ridiculed his creaking, and and 
placed his 2 115 in the outre, 195 we 


OUR 
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al in 
Petruchio, Vou 
prentice, Fine Gen in Leibe, Ec. and 
all thoſe ſimilar parts in comedy? 

As a compoſer of pantomime, (conf der- 
ing the rage there is, and has been for. theſe 
amuſenients from the preſent. tafte of 1he 


times) the ſtage is indebted to. bim for three 


of the beſt now in repreſentation. Nor need 
the frequenters of the theatre. be. told theſe 
are FHlarleguin Fortunatu » Harlequin: Dr. Fauſe 
tut, and Qyeen Mab. Lntert ments where 
fable and conduct are Judicio y expreſl, 
and where à degree of rationality is blend 
ed with the powers of mechaniſm. His me 
rit likewiſe as a, principal actor in thoſe 
amuſements, is too conſiderahl ot be omitted 
here; we cannot therefore, do it more te 
our ſatisfaction than in che com iments which 
Sit Richard Steele pa pays the. celebrated Nichc 
lini in his 115th Tatler, which will almoſt do 
for Mr. Wold rarg dag wha a parody. 
«© He ſets off the character he bears in 
ce pantomime, 5 his action, as much as anc 
Fo: ve would by his voice; every limb and 
te finger . to the part he aQs, in- 
« ſomuch that a deaf man along 
ec with him in the ſenſe of it. There | 
« ſcarce a beautiful poſture in an old ſtatue 
© which he does not plant himſelf in, * 
« the different circun A of the ſtor) 
« give occaſion for it; and rforms — 
& moſt ordinary action in a manner 1 : 
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ned bee 160 the 
public foe?! lee this gentleman 
52 principal actor, or, indeed, any actor at 
|, yet the caſt of parts "he is in poſſeſſion of, 
th the ſalary he is in recei ipt of, have ſo for- 
ktouſly for him, given him a ſtage co 
tence, that An ſhould, perhaps. Torfelt that 
Fu would wiſh to preſerve, to- 
bit him in 2 memoirs. Curioſity is 
july excited by the anecdotes of ſituation 
genius; and it is too. often the caſe, that 
erior eſtabliſhments are as e an” as 
[frior capacities. „ 
Mr. Benſley originally ders — 
the Matine' Society; when, after eſcaping 
many accigents to which a military life ts 
ject, was on che concluſion of - the laſt 
nee (to «uſe th / politer expreſſion of the 
roch) formed; and; like Col. Standard in 
play, © Left ie his fellow Weep to graze 
pon the ik - common,” Fer wet 
i WE 
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the project of another war fp ported h 
ſpirits ; or, at leaſt, he prevaile 
ſelf to be ſo ſupported, which e of fall 


1 philoſophy is often laid hold of by perſons I . 
WH ſimilar circumſtances, ignorant of what to de wich 
ll however, 4 few gear Waked him from th 

wh. dream, and finding t that nothing of. this u br 
11 ture was likely to happen, he turned 


1 thoughts to the ſtage; a ſpot, which in 
juvenile parts of his life, he, entertained af 
Z vourable opinion of, and wh e now the fol 
1 _. citations of his circumſtances [rendered ſt 
1 more eligible: but here ſome pn 
14 offered themſelves? : has. balf-pay, was not on 
1 to be given up, which was a certainty, wher 
as it was uncertain how he ſhould ſuccee 
Another circumſtance weighed ſtill ſtronge 
. was the, 0 he als throw. 2 
41 preſent profeſſion, by .enteri into anot 
wo — the world has almoſt b dan ſtam 
„ end with diſrepute. The more he turned the 
things in his mind, the more he was undete 
mined what to do ; till at laſt, finding he m 
„ ſpeedily decide on ſomething, the ſtage 
in ried its voice; and procuring letters of {trot 
ll! recommendation. to Mr. Garrick, be 
Li taken into the ſervice of fas 1 Drury-la 
i company. eB 5 
1 The gentle Cautherly,, and.” r. Benſle 
0 ſtarted, the ſame winter, ibn 5s). the form 
in G. Barnwell, the latter at re the co 
ſtitutional inſipidity of Caut 
e him the firſt v 
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de almoſt 92 erna influence of Mr. Garde 
due him from ſuch a cenſure, by lay ing bim | 
u after the firſt night, for the "Rad of at 
, ſeaſon. © But Benſley's former ſituation, 19 
hich had been reſpectable, and the circum» 1 
Aces of his bein "neceſſitated to, the ſtage, =_ 

e bread, not only encouraged his. friends, _ 
K xy brothers of the blade, to cqunter 

„but engaged the general attention of. the | 
wie in his favour.” He? poſſeſſed ed, other ade Wl 
mages which ſhopld not be omitted, as they "mal 
ply to his induſtry and attention ; | having | tl 
ferable education, with 4 deſire to ee 
this profeſſion, he ſtudied his parts with un⸗ If 
mitting diligence ; hence be, at leaſt, be- Wl 
me perfect in all his parts, a quality 4 nl 
Mary in che moſt veteran performers, b ok 
ich more ſo in Aa. 'oung one, unacquaint 


ib the habits, and the various ee of 5 
the ſtage? © BL „ 


| then the character, ee, of a a, player, a 20 
dete oe ben to fame were not as y yt 
emed, Benfley continued for two ene 9 1 
e times in the e Ap of N Foo 1 9 

11 1 
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te the 0 of Tagen at that f 
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in a greater degree) made him fix his friend 


| fecond characters in tragedy with Powe 


from appearance, and regulate their criticiſ 


| from play-hills more than from the principl 


Farden, rather enlarged than affected his ita 
conſequence, as by the ſucceeding death 


of conſequence by the public, uſeful. Th 


cure this footing, by beſtowing every attenti 
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ſalary at a very conſiderable advance; tb 
with the advantages of playing. moſt of 


ſettled his reputation as an actor with the gre 
of the audience, who catch every. informati 


of: Loaginus 2}. 
The death of his friend Powell, which h. 
pened ſoon after his being fixed at Cove 


Holland at the other houſe, there was a dear 
of actors in their walks, which rendered 
performer that was received with any degr 


accident, in a great meaſure, has done 
Benſley, what abilities ſometimes will fail i 
he has good ſenſe, however, ſufficient to 


he is maſter of, eng Me e Ar pr 
feſſion, and thereby gaining the indulge 
of the public, and the confidence of t 


We are forry to obſerve, that we find 
almoſt impofſible to conclude the memoirs 
any of our ſtage characters, without touchi 
| enerality of | 
practice, it is become. projectile feature 
abe'hiſtrionjc character ; and 4. player withe 
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his amour, is more ſeldom known than 2 gene- 
al without. his victory. In the preſent inſtance, 
we would imagine nature had dealt with him 
in ſo niggardly a manner, as to prevent his 
mgaging in any female connexion, but thoſe 
that are made in oper. market: Truly has the 
Cod of Love been decyphered blind, When 
he often direQs his favourite votaries to ſuch 
abjets as diſgrace his adminiſtration; as the 
lifory, however, of this gentleman's amours 
has been already neceſſarily interwoven in the 

MW nemoirs of Mrs. Mattocks, of the ſame 
Whouſe, we ſhall omit the repetition here, re- 
ring ſuch of our readers as want to have 
their memories bruſhed up, to the life of that 
We have already ſet out with obſerving, 
n the beginning of this paper, that Mr. 
Benſley is, in our opinion, no adtor at all; 
lv preſerve. candour in theſe ſtrictures, we 
nuſt ſtill repeat the aſſertion ; he has neither 
face, voice, nor manner, that can any way 
title him to this epithet ; there is a horror 
n the firſt, a ſepulchral gravity in the ſecond, 
ind a mechaniſm in the third, that muſt al- 
ys render him diſguſting to thoſe few who 
re judges of the natural requiſites of theatric 
powers, Hts principal merit lies in his ge- 
tera] knowledge of the dramatic poets, — 
nd his being always perfect, which prevent 
loſe natural defeE ae ap aring fo ob- 
nous as they otherwiſe would; indeed ſuch 
Vor. On TT WO Oe} 


- 2 o 
— — _— E CI 
17 a 
\ . — I EE SS _ 


— r 22 bh 2 je N * — by — — * Ms _ 
DV — 2 1 Co — N Is he be E — ; Prax: — ere 4 
- - 8 23 1 — 7 — — g 


_— 
CY 
22 
” 2 - 944 . "x ; 
- $ 4 - 9 — < — - 
” % —_— — mo Coe Se UE — - bs. — 2 A 
* 2 PIE) PR 2 
= * 7 T7 
AT ae Y 8 W — — — yon = 8 4 5 ages S 2 _ . 
ESE — — — — Pay 12 2 — — 2 — 
2 ˖C—˖* K ˙· one ego = 8 > _ - mY — - , — 1 — — * 
— o — — EE _— — — 
— _ - — — % * 2 
— - png — — — 
* - — oO — - — — 
7 - 


<> —. © 


3” rs 1 
1 *% N ag Yes, Oo — * 
i 4 al Pl " * 
— : , 7 
— nn RC Ag 7 
n 5 + 2” 4 "« 
Wwe. ͤ „ c 
. — 


— 


— — x —— w — — aunt. TS 


2 ——— b A - A. .- 
—-—- - 
we — — 2 2 


— onde 
22. 2: 


—— — 7 > 
„ . - —— Lo 


— — — — — ( —— P ˙ moe Io es 


a — — — 


— —„-— — ů 
N * Q 
— > — 


e 

- — I of ” 
- 2 
1 = 


=. — „ 
NY * S 


l HOUGH as an actor, Mr, Mattocks h 


to the poſſeſſor, nor entertainin 


| ceeds, by far, the emoluments and appendage 
of the profeſſ 


the part he firſt appeared in: indeed the knov 


awakened, and the mind grows wvaricious in et 
quiring how. far it was from nature, accident 
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of criticiſm, as they protiounce a perſon 
be as good an actor as nature will admit, 
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Mr, MAT TOCKS, 


very little title to public favour, 18 
ſinger he claims a very reſpeQable notice; 
ualification, however, in our opinion, inf 
rior to the former, yet no ways leſs benefici 
to the put 
lic, Inſtances of this abound in both theatr 
articularly in the Opera Houſe, Where 
alary of a mere vocal performer often et 
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ors of colleges. 

This gentleman is a veteran of Covent-g: 
den ſtage, though we can neither particular 
aſcertain the period of his commencement, « 


ledge of either is immaterial, except when! 
leads to mark the progreſſive improvemen 
of capital actors; then curioſky is ſomewh 


or induſtry, the maturity of ſuch powers f 
1 . - "expanded 


expanded, TE. 
dune to e thay: tw" hel rnitioingte 
he got, was from his\merit as a finger; which 
being univerſally applauded, indu the' ma- 
nagers to throw — - ſuch 4 where 
acting is principally ſopported voice. 
In his he was ſucceſsful ;' the harmony ef the 
one compenſated for the want of the other 3 
ind, by à mixed appla applauſe Wer ean't 56 & well 
eparated by the go of an audience} he' poſe 
to reputation. What til} forwarded! this was 
the appearance of Mr. Bickerſtaff's of 
Live in 4 Vi and the Maid ef the Mill; 
the . ucceſs of thoſe pieces, and the 
— thro* che town for 
hi . of amuſement, called for fuch a 
xerformer as: Mattocks to execute j he Flag 
ccordingly caſt for the principal parte, where 
tis voice, and even his 72 of ing, b. ov 
tim a preference, witk 4 mnerality of his 
whence, to the united warble of „uh or 
rance, 
From this favourable point of Ktuation, 
Ar. Mattocks, as & ſon of the ſtage (and 
conſequently not ſed of Joſeph's cantinen-» 
) could not reſiſt the private favourable re- 
eption he met with from” the fairer part of 
lis auditory, - In this promiſcuous purſuit, he 
TO lingled out by a veteran Lady of family 
and fortune, who idly ſquandered away the 
ne, and diſgraced the other, to enlarge the 
ircle of her ungovernable pleaſures: whether 
Mattocks had * any real inducement 
1 2 £9 


"4 ruin. and infamy on the fide of the Lady 
who ſtill lives rather to repent of being de 
prived of the means of her pleaſure, than « 
Soon after this connexion was diſſolved, þ 
paid honourable addreſſes to Miſs Hallam 
daughter to a veteran performer of the ſam 
hauſe, who was juſt beginning to be notice 
by the public as a riſing, meritorious actreſ 
and .agreeable ſinger. Though this courtſhip 
was not agreeable to the . young Lady's family 
the inclinations. of the young couple were toc 
much in uniſon to be thwarted; taking, there 
fore, a trip ta France, under pretence of ſpend 
ing the vacation at Eaſter in the country, th 

returned one flaſb, and ſoon after all partie 
Were teconciled. 4 i „ Og 1 9 

A match thus formed en affection, and fe: 
by intereſt, (as Mrs. Mattocks had a ver 
good ſalary in the theatre) one would thin 
was ſufficiently ſecured to inſure permanency 
but ſuch is the fluctuation of defire, revenge 
novelty, or whatever colourable epithet femakk 
_ ſtancy is on to pry it 105. th 
lady (as report has ſpread it) forgot her m- 
6 promiſes, and * her. affectio 

with a performer of the ſame houſe; one 
who, whatever private gualifications he migh 
Poſſeſs, could by no means ſtand as a com 
| petitor with her huſband, either for perſon, © 
exterior aceompliſhments: for à while he tal 
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ed loudly of a divorce, and when endeavour- 
d to be appeaſed by the interpoſition of friends, 
winted to ſuch damning profi, that a ſepa- 
ntion was looked upon as unavoidable ;- but 
ll of a ſudden, prudence an to reaſſume 
ter influence; and doubting both the powers 
of his eyes and ears, he very modiſhly took 
lis wife's word for the contrary, and they 
have ever fince lived a perfect pattern of con- 
al dal: or ns nn on 

As an actor, whatever reputation Mr. Mat- 
beks may be in with the public, as impar- 
tal critics we muſt aſſert, he has not the leaſt 
gimmering of poſitive merit; whatever he 
poſſeſſes is negative, where, though he offends 
from his /fifneſs and want of geling, yet he 
never rouſes your abſolute diſguſt ; his voice 
n this is his protection, which we mult allow 
to be clear, ſoft, melodious and expreflive ; 
ind did he poſſeſs more compaſs, it probably 
would be the firſt on any ſtage. His figure, 
though well proportioned, likewiſe wants not 
only that animation, which. is neceſſary to in- 
pirit the ſeveral characters he performs in, 
but that vigour, and manlineſs which his ſex 
demands, as from his preſent appearance, join- 
ed with the extreme ſoftneſs of his voice, we 
ae often led to imagine, that we are liften- 
5 to the notes of a Ca/trate, than to thoſe 
0 wy 1 15 


2 Britiſh ſinger.. 
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Y ARIOUS have been the tranſitions from 
2 the compting-houſe to the "Rage, oces- 
ſioned by that intoxication which is partly 
ſupported by the numerous ſpouting - clubs that 
infeſt this metropolis, as well as the too fre- 
quent intercourſe which our merchants clerks 
have with the theatres : there is * 
the pomp and pageantry of the ſtage, tha 
flatter the generality of young minds, who, 
ambitious - at graſping at exalted characten, 
would rather poſfeſs them but in fiction, than 
be content with an inferior ſituation. - 
What particular inducements Mr. Clark 
might have for the ſtage, we don't know 
his outfet in life was with a reſpectable mer- 
_ chant in the city, where boo Mie Fond at 2 
rery genteel ſalary, and every day riſing in 
| coe eren and Ades of 4 principal. 
ere, theſe proſpects, he abandon- 
ed them on a ſudden; and carrying with him 
ſome ſtrong recommendations to the managers 
of ee pen theatre, he was very readily 
accepted of, and ſoon after made his appear- 
ance on that ſtage, Tho' his firſt character 
mw 3 was 
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js reſpectable, yet not being. poſſeſſed of 
boſe talents. that eee at firſt ſight, be 
net with but indifferent ſucceſs ; time and 
aperience, however, pointed out both. to him- 
kf, and the managers, his proper walk, and © 
king always ſtudious to improve in it, he 
us cultivated it with ſuch induſtr . as to be 
conſidered, at 2 as a very uſeful, Jalielaus, 
reſpectable actor 1 of * "hs 
Previous to his on the ys . 
Carck married the going or of a general of- 
kcer, a Lady poſſeſſed of many uſeful and 
mamental- virtues ; by her he has had fix 
i ſeven children, all of whom he has edu- 
ated with à tenderneſs and attention that 
ſerve to be mentioned with a particular 


umpliment, when it is conſidered he is a 
ther; indeed his general life and converſa- 


hon have been ever very different from the 
bo examples that ſurround him, for whether 
rom the conſideration of e annual increaſe | 
if his family, or the habt of induſtry he 
kquired in the earl parts of his life, he 
er 6 hy: ed the ſtage as a pro- 
on, from which he is to derive. reputa- 
jn and ſupport ; not ay a ſanction (Which 
too generally mire 2d) to follow the 
ent of his paſſions with impunity. What 
u afliſted him in theſe lat exertions, 
his having purchaſed a third ſhare of the 
ky-houſe in Piſs, 7 ts Tok one 2 N ori- 
i aten a the year 
: . 1766, 


$8 Ts 
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1766, in conjunction with Mr. Arthur, and pr 
the late Mr. Powel. þ The ma ay $ there th 
having always two benefits in 222 and t! 
Mr. Clark being univerſally liked by that ar 
ſober, induſtrious people, they have always ar 
turned out as very iderable appendages to di 
his emoluments in town. ' _ at 
From this ſtill point of view, we can ex- th 
pect little of that intrigue or adventure, which w 
ſo occaſionally mix in the lives of the ge- nc 
nerality of players: not to leave curioſity, Wl or 
however, totally unfed, we ſhall ſubj oin an tb 
anecdote of Mr. Clark, which, as it is quite T 
incidental to his memoirs, ſo we hope it will ny 
be equally entertaining. When Churchill In 
firſt publiſhed his Roſciad; it being ſent into cu 
the world anonymouſly, thoſe performers who an 
thought they were rather roughly handled by im 
that ingenious ſatiriſt, vowed vengeance on Wl 71 
the author, if ever he ſhould have temerity i th. 
enough to publiſh bis name; Churchill bear- ſh. 
ing of this, immediately left orders with his fei 
publiſher, to put his name at full in the next <2! 
edition, which he accordingly did, and the unt 
day after, Churchill went to the Bedford be 
coffee-houſe, where he was ſure of meeting N 
ſome of his exaſperated adverſaries; ſpying af dhe 
groupe of them at the lower end of the room, fl Ct 
be boldly marched up, and drawing off high t 
gloves with great compoſure, called for a diſh * 
of coffee and the Roſciad, in a tone of voic 1 
that by no means indicated the leaſt ſpark ve. 
of apprehenſion. This menace, however, 10 
1 „„ 2 


THEATRICAL BIOGRAPHY. 2 
oduced no other effect for the preſent, than 

— E moving off, one by one, till 
they left x entirely to himſelf, This 
anecdote, pr; courſe, — got footing 
amongſt the theatrical people, and the com- 
duct of the rA rty much laughed 
at and deſpiſed by ſeveral buſkined heroes of 
the Green Room, who bragged they, onl 
wiſhed for an opportunity to repair. the 
nour of their Irmeraity, - b exhibiting their 
own valour, It happ _ ſome time after 
this, Churchill was in a room at the Roſe 
Tavern, where there were no other compa- 
ny but Mr. Clark and Mr. Vates, and * 
ing over the above circumſtance in à tidi- 
culous light, a quarrel enſued between him 
and Yates, which the latter was for deciding 
immediately in the Dutch faſhion { 880 
fnee ;) Churchill for a while thinking ow hag 


ther too deſperate, yet, leſt his + hodour 
ſhould ſuffer, at len | 
ſeized a caſe-knife for the Spe : 1 * 
comedian's prudence at that moment xecurr- 
ing, put it off tor the preſent, and ſaying 
he ſhould ſoon hear from him, left the room. 
Mr. Clark, upon this, began commenting on 
the conduct of both parties, and remarked to 
Churchill, it was well for him he did not 
attempt treating him in that manner; And 
* what would you have done #F 1 had, good 
“Sir ?“ the bard in an ironical man- 
ner. „ Put you to death, by G——9,” 
ſays the other. Churchill, inſiead of reply- 
ing, immediately * up to him, begged the 
1 5 honour 
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l of his 


was the only actor * Ty he met with in 
either houſe. 
In deciding on tis" ea Pitties of 


this performer, we think when he is confined 
to his natural walk of parts, the venerable 


or rough-hewn parts of tragedy, ſuch as Sciolto, 
Abudah, Kent, or Hotſpur, he poſſeſſes very 
reſpectable merit; thete is a manlineſs in 
his form, and a deepneſs in his voice, that 
are well ſuited to ſuch characters, and it is 
with the greateſt diſguſt, we we ſometimes ſee 


this manly actor degraded in ſeveral of the 


imſey parts of Mrs. Centlivre's s comedies, 
This manner df coffing ae at neglect 
or ignorance in the pro Who is uſually 
the theatrical prime mini er; it puts one in 
mind of ' thoſe ſtrange reverſes of character 
that are ſometimes preſented us in hiſtory, 

and real life, ſuch as Domitian catching flics, 
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T is. one of the in of. pragier- 
ſhip, that it cannot Arn communicate 
the foree of its  abil to its pupils: 
ſometimes happens from - a want of methad '1 
in the pr r to inculcate his leſſans gro; 
perly, but R a want of 4 ah } 
_ 170 2 A Ae e 
inexpreſſible met hing, whi every {- 
of 5 and which ſeizes; the mind on 
a ſudden, like I lightai „ ferm 
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has ſpirit and ſenſibility about her ſuffici- 
ent to arrive at any theatrical honouts; but 
bong ny under the care of Mr. Foote, 
caught a good deal of his ſtile of 
acting, without the whole of his. peculia- 
rity, which, abſtracted from the i Sha | 
of ſexes, would not e in any other 
actor without it. | 
This lady's maiden name was Cheyney ; 
and the part that claims her firſt appear- 
ance on the ſtage, is Mrs. Mechlin, in 
Foote's Commiſſary, being the original per- 
former in that comedy; her face and per- 
ſon, which are both very agreeable, ſtrong- 
ly recommended her to the audience in 
general, her ſpirit and. ſenſibility to the 
critics; and though the part was not fo 
favourable for a young performer, ſhe diſ- 
covered on this night the ſtamina of a good 
aQreſs, and the public formed no inconſi- 
derable expectations from ſo many budding 
accompliſhments. e eee 
From being a favourite with 7 2 town, 
ſhe foon became the' Heroine bt the Ha 
market theatre; and being at 4 good Al 
Aary, und what the French call en bon pointe, 
in this double capacity, the 'attraQed the 
-notice of Mr. Gardner, of Coveit-garden 
0 =o. likewiſe having the advanta- 
Ek | perſon, and N addreſs 
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e in his hon 1 able i iat. 
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quences than the uſual honey-moon of 
ove, and ſeveral children. Gardner loved 


for it abroad. As theſe purſuits. generally 
occupy ſo much of a man's mind, as to 
zire his wife as little of his pay as his 


under Dryden's humorous deſcription of this 
ble; 8 


ind whilſt abroad ſo prodigal the dolt is, 
Poor ſpouſe at home as ragged as a colt is. 


Theſe irregularities. ſo ſoon after marri-. 
age, particularly practiſed on 2 woman of 


duced many a one to make repriſals; more 
particularly in a theatre, where vice, from 
the general example, loſes all its horror, 
and where even adultery ſcarcely bears a 
harſher "epithet than fomplaiſance ; but Mrs. 
Gardner Rad 

wife; ſhe loved her huſband from principle, 
and therefore thought him worth reclaim- 


to hit on the proper methods, by indulg- 
ng him without ſchooling, and doubling 
her «economical attention to a riſing _ 
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uricty, in every ſenſe of that faſhionable . 
word ; and. 28 his wife had loſt 5 her's (in 
his eyes) after the firſt month, he ſought 


company ;“ poor Mrs. Gardner exactly fell 


youth, beauty, and ſpirit, would bave in- 


virtue enough to think other- 


* 


ing ; ſhe had likewiſe good ſenſe enough 


. 
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ly. Surely when a woman in the courſe of 
time, fails after theſe attenipts, the mar 
muſt be very unworthy either the name of 
f ng 

Ass an actreſs, we have before obſerved, 
was it not her. early misfortune to have 
fallen under Foote's management, it is more 
than probable, at this day, ſhe would have 
been capital; but her getting into a num- 


ber of our characters, which his pieces 1 
abound with, and copying his manner, her 1 
voice has greatly loſt its natural ſoftneſs, dre 
her perſon its natural grace, However, WW" 
though Foote has thus ſpoiled her as a er 
general actreſs, ſhe has particular merit in WI” 
' moſt of his pieces; and it would be doing I" 
her great injuſtice not to pronounce her the ll 
female leader of his hiſtrionic band. 0 | 
| 40 And 
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T is the ali of tov many poſi 

 fions, that they abound with votaries, un- 
lireted by genius or fancy, and who be- 
come members of ſuch and ſuch ſocieties, 
nerely becauſe ſome accidental circumſtan- 
tes have contributed to that event. Dr. 


to (cribblers 7 


he probably would, to this hour, be 
inown in dramatic annals. TOW TR TTY 
This Lady's maiden name was Edwards * 


ontinued man) years, aſpiring to no greater 


Mr 
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Young, in one of his ſatires, ridicules this 
folly. in the following ors with SI 7 


dome write, becauſe their wit often Mn, 
And prove thetnſelves thus nur by their wit. 


Hed not a enen of this nature dreck 9 
ad the heroine of this page to the tag: | 


he was originally fervant 20 our Engliſh | 
lriſtophanes, where, in this capacity, ſhe 


bonours than the arrangement of her ma- 
ler's houſe and table. Nature, un 2 
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Thus Built for the ſtage, the was launched 


Philkida ; where, in the part of Phillida, from 
the aid of dreſs, the advantages of a pretty 


two ſeaſons, in this under-capacity, the he- 
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ſo far qualified her for public entertain- Duri 
ment, as to beſtow on her a good voice, ſent o 
which ſhe took every opportunity to im- do the 
prove, if conſtant practice, without the af. marke 
ſiſtance of art, may be allowed to conſtitute had ti 
that phraſe. e | ber ſo 

It was in one of theſe warbling moods fered 
ſhe firſt captivated her maſter's ear, which tereſt, 
inſtantly ſuggeſted to him (than whom none WI and H. 
her going on the ſtage. He communicated BM Th: 
to her his aſſiſtance, which. was ambitiouſly ly ov 
and thankfully accepted. Preparatory ſteps Ariſto 
were therefore taken; a dancing and muſic this o 
maſter immediately attended, and though to bon 
old habits are ſome what ſtubborn, by the help ly his 


can be kinder to his domeſtics) the idea of ſealing 


of her preceptors, and the aſſiſtance of her comp: 
own genius, ſhe could, in a few months, ſlide WW him 


upon the ſtage with a tolerable grace, anc 
manage. the compaſs of her voice with no 
inconſiderable ſhare of judgment. 


0 o * * n 


out in Cibber's | ballad - farce of - Damon and 
face, and pleaſing, voice, ſhe made a very 
decent firſt appearance. She. continued for | 


roine of farces and interludes, till ſuch time 
as ſhe had acquired ſome | /fudy, and was 


engbled to \ PPERT in characters of more con- 
Tt 


During 
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During this interval, the ſly God of Love 
ſent one of his keeneſt arrows from her eyes, 
to the heart of the treaſurer of the = 
market theatre. In paying her ſalary, ſhe 
had taken his heart in exchange: he told 
her ſo, who, like a generous heroine, of- 
fered to give it back with her own as in- 
tereſt, Theſe terms were. joyfully accepted, 
and Hymen lighted his brighteſt torch on the 
ſealing of the barg. 1968 
The ceremonies of this union were ſcarce- 
ly over, when they reached the ears of 
Ariſtophanes, who loſt his uſual temper on 
this occaſion, and, for a while, gave a truce 
to bon mot and repartee.. Jewell was not on- 
ly his prime miniſter, but his | favourite and 
companion; and, as it is ſaid, often  amufed 
him in the hour of | theatrical concern.— 
By this alliance he was, in ſome reſpedt 
deprived of her ſervices, he therefore diſ- 
miſſed him his employment, parodying the 
words of Othello to Caſſio; * Jewell, 8 
though I leve thee, never more be officer 
of mine.? „ b 
However we may laugh at old habits, the 
ſhaking them off are painful. A celebrated 
French author tells us, the tearing up an 
old poſt before his door, that was really a 
nuiſance, hurt him for ſome time. Ariſto- 
phanes found this frailty as ſore as any bo- 
dy: theſe two faithful ſervants had long 
known his temper, and accommodated then 
ſelves to all its diſpoſitions, In ſhort, they 
5 were 
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were his crutch and wooden-leg, and they were 
equally as neceſſary to be depended on; he 
therefore, after a ſhort, - but painful ab- 

ſence, recalled them to his ſervice, where 

a continuance of their afliduities to pleaſe 

him, have ſince procured them an additional 

ſhare of his confidence and efteem. 

Mrs. Jewell has ſince been advanced by 

| the manager to ſome ſtage conſequence ; — 

but not having a mind — trained to the 
ſentiments of authors, her ac ion, often, be- 

trays her error. Many other requiſites are 
neceſſary beſide a bawling monotony, and 

ſawing of the air, to conſtitute either ſpright- 

ly, or ſentimental 5. In farces, and 

ome ſtill parts of acting, where her voice niety « 

may be | occaſionally introduced, the will, having. 
however, be found uſeful; and if ſhe would 2 
confider theſe bounds as lines, her . genius wblic c 

will not permit her to paſs, ſhe will ac whoſe ; 

quire more reputation than an attempt to ample. 

climb, where her fall will be as inevitable as This 
— ²˙ I one good cl 

Ja i ſiſter 

9 | „„ | rarden 
| wo Eg, | | ny wth pr 
. f | VV | to the 
1 ſuppofir 
| voice, 

| | been en 
Mrs. withſta 
as the 
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T ſhould be the moſt pleaſing part of 
biographical employment, to place the 
merits of characters in that point of view, 
which ſhould reflect the juſteſt light on their 
ations. Under the influence of the pro- 
piety of this meaſure, we are happy in 
having found, in theſe degenerate days, ever 
in a theatre, a matrimonial fair one, whoſe 
jublic conduꝭt demands encouragement, — 
whoſe private inculcates the Teflon of ex- 
ample, ; 5 1 
This Lady is daughter to a perſon of very 
good character and propert) 1 Weis, 84 
is ſiſter to Mr. Du Bellamy of Covent- 
garden theatre. Though we do not know 
with preciſion, what were her inducements 
o the ſtage, we think ourſelves juſtified, in 
ſuppofing them to be that agreeableneſs of 
voice, and viyacity of temper, which have 
been ever ſo congenial to her. But not- 
vithſtanding the ftage preſented itſelf to her 
s the proper bank to depoſit ſuch qualities 
in, ſhe was deſirous of trying them in a 
95 foreign 
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foreign kingdom, where, if fortunate, the L 
might reap the full rewards of her ſucceſs ; ¶ putatioi 
if otherwiſe, ſhe would be the better able Wl luſbanc 
to cover her diſguiſe. 'Eftabliſhed in theſe nal 12 
notions, ſhe took a French leave of her MI pe 
family, and arriving in Ireland juſt about WI 2 a 
the time Mr. Bickerſtaff's Love in a Village A priv: 
came out, ſhe made her firſt appearance in I ofs 4 
Madge, in that opera, and, during the long | whole c 
and uninterrupted ſucceſs of that piece, in ter hay 
which Miſs Catley played Roſetta, Mrs. Di- ground, 
dier came off with no inconſiderable ſhare body. 
of ſecondary applauſe. and her 
It was during her ſituation here, that ſhe berward 
got acquainted with Mr. Didier, - who was ſhe wat 
conſidered as a very decent, improving actor as well 
in that theatre; the vivacity of their tem- Profeſſie 
pers, and a mutuality of inclinations, ſoon peculiar 
| 1 out a reciprocal affection, which not Her « 
ong after terminated in a marriage; and 8 nning 
it would be omitting an opportunity of do- this 
ing juſtice to her character not to fay, that ind <a 
ſhe has, in the ſituation of a.wwife, (though As a fu 
an adreſs) ſupported herſelf with a reputa- that co 
tion very unuſual to that rank of life. ing bot] 
| Soon after their marriage, they quitted i cularly 
Ireland, and went to Edinburgh, where they traordin 
were received in their public characters with U <5, n 
reputation, and their private with particular ame ſc: 
reſpect: it is a very commendable feature in medy a 
the Scotch character, that they pay every WI dun 
attention to a moral character, particularly 2 hy 
g r beit 


when it is attended with any degree of re- 
þ hy | putation 


putation in profeſſion, 


 reſpe&t which becomes the greater compliment 
from a conſciouſneſs of having deſerved it. — 


A private quarrel, however, with one of the 


actors and the 7 involved the whole 
whole company in ſuch difficulties, that, af- 
ter having in vain attempted to keep their 
ground, t They were at laſt obliged to diſem- 
body- In this general reform, Mrs. Didier 
and her huſband went to Liverpool, and af- 
terwards to Bath; in both of Thich laces 


ſhe was a conſtant favourite of the audience, 


a well for her uncommon. aſſiduity in her 


profeſſion, as that vivacity.and ſpirit which 1 


eculinny mark her performances. 
Her e 
zinning 
to this in where ſhe has for her ſtanding 
and caſt of parts, been tolerably benen 
As a ſinger, t deſtitute of thoſe ſhakes 


that conſtitute a firſt- rate voice, the is pleaſ- 
ing both from her manner and ear; parti- 
cularly in ballad tunes, that require no ex- 


traordinary compaſs. Her merit as an ac- 
reſs, may be laid down pretty nearly on the 
ſame ſcale; and were her views in low co- 
medy a little more extended, which a ſhort 
acquaintance with either of the winter the- 
atres would readily accompliſh, the bids fair 
for being capital in that walk. 


THEATRICAL BIOGRAPHY. 83. 
Mrs. Didier and her 
huſband both felt the effects of this natio- 
gal indulgence, being received with that 


ement with Mr. Foote, the be⸗ 
the laſt ſeaſon, brought her firſt 


Mr. 
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N author, actor, and c panion, of Mr 
| Foote's unrivalled; reputation, makes i 
difficult - for a biographer to place the whole 
2 each in one e . bon _ alone 

mitting they could be all compiled) would 
(» too 3 for a deſigr | 
ſhall therefore. confine | 
moirs, to thoſe projectile parts of the portrait 
that more immediately mark the likeneſs, leav- 
ing the inſide touches to be filled up by the 
painters of his hiſtory at large. 
author was born at Truro 
in Cornwall. His father was member of par- 
liament for Tiverton in Devonſhire ; and his 
mother, being heireſs of the Dineley and Goodere 
families, (in conſequence of an unhappy and 
rre] between the two. brothers) came 
fkfion of five thouſand pounds 2 
te received the rudiments of his edu- 
ation a reeſter college (which ow ed its 
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ſom eee "emple, bei 


&fgned for the ſtud of the law 3 where,” tis 


nore than probable, B great oratorical talents, 
nd powers 6f mimicry, * would Have thewn 
themſelves in a very = = 

not the general | dryneſs at 
yith his natural vivacity of temper, and prompt- 
d him to look forward to the ſtage as a more 
eigible reſource * Stern e ination and 


fortune. 


Perhaps e never n an a. whole 
in; was more duped by his inclination, than 
fate was on his outſet as a Boe: We 
ed enter into 3 this, than 


e ee 
ben N deſigned bim a r 
friking out into a new and untrodden path, 


n which he, en e e ho ens AG 


genius, afforded entertainment to the public, 


nd emolument to himſelf. This was by tak 


ng on himſelf the double « chi 


ind per former; in which | 
pened the Little Theatre, in "the Haymarket, 


of author 


dk a dramatic piece of his own writing, called „ 


The Diver af the Morning. 
This yes conſifted of nothing 


more than 


the introduction of ſeveral well - Known cha- 
nfters in real life, wWhoſe manner of conver- 
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peace for Weſtminſter ; Mr. Cock, the cele- 


- 


tor Henley. 


appeared in print, nor would they, per- 
ws, give any great pleaſure in the cloſet ; 


xuliar ſingularities could never be perfectly 
ur flat, when diveſted of that flrong colour- 


By repreſentation. 


. 


ights, which, though the plot and character 
med leſs perſonal, yet it was apparent he 


e town took upon them aſſo! 
hracter, where the reſemblance ſcemed moſt 
king. 1 | 032 Sabah pot 


$4 W ; 


5 particular line, continued to entertain the 
vic, by, annually, ſelecting for their enter- 
inment, ſuch characters, whether general, or, 
idual, as ſeem moſt likely to raiſe the 
wh, and anſwer the end of dramatic fatire, 
Ne ſhall, therefore, cloſe this account With 
me general obſervations on his merit as an 
mor and ator, | . | 

Vol. II. . K Mr. 
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Neither of the above-mentioned pieces have | 


; conliſting principally. of characters, whoſe 
weſented on paper, they might probably ap- 
and projection, which he gave them in his: 


From the ſucceſs of his talents in this way, | 
proceeded” to pieces of ſomewhat more re- 
larity, and the enſuing ſeaſon produced his 


t ſome perſonage ſtrongly in his eye, and 
x — Fives to aſſociate the 


lt would really be ſuperfluous in this place to 
umerate the reſpective pieces he has fince 
fiten and performed; let it here ſuffice to 
berve, that he has, ever ſince his ſtriking out 
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— worliy are all to be ru 
ed amongſt the petit pieces of the theatre, 


has reached to the bulk of the more perfel 
drama. In the execution of them, they a 
ſometimes looſe, negligent, and unfiniſhe( 
ſeeming rather to be the haſty productions 
a man of genius, (whoſe Pegaſus, though e 
dued with fire, had no inclination for fatigue 


than the finiſhings of an accurate dramatiſt I 
yet, with all theſe little deficiencies, they co EF 
tain ſtrong marks of comedy, and exhibit mc lat fr 
character than the writings of any of his o the 
temporaries. His merit as an actor n the 
cloſely allied with that of his being an ade inv 
thor, as he poſſeſſes thoſe powers of rep Aue m. 
ſentation, that ſhew his pieces in the molly, gif 
_ favourable light; we therefore cannot better e ters, - 
eſs our ſenſe of his compound abilities, tha of thot 
ſaying, though he is no Kat painter, M rice b. 
has an excellent knack at /cetching model nd in 
portraits with a Dutch pencil. u Foo! 
| 2 5 75 5 ſhould 
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Mr. WESTON. 


1sTINGUISEED abilities oe 
times, like uſeful arts, are brought. to 
ent from the verieſt accident, It was owing 
lb the careleſſneſs of a Flore tine goldſmith, 
in the 15th century, that we are indebted for 
he invention of engraving; a diſcovery that 
has much enlarged the circle of polite arts, 
y diffuſing the beauties of the greateſt - m 
ſr and berg.. us to . poſſeſſe fled 
of thoſe elegant deligns, which would other- 
2 be reſerved fe the cabinets of princes ;_ 
nd in all probability, had not ſuch, an author 
u Foote been cotemporary with Weſton,” we 
ſhould at this hour ſtand in need of an actor 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed. comic abilities. 


tagedian Betterton, is the 
the domeſtics of the royal kitchen, his father 
ting under-cho to his late Majeſty 00 
he "Secoid, | This being lucrative, he 
ſigned for his ſon, epending on his intereſt 
t obtain it for him, when he ſhould be capa- 
be; but à turn for diflipation (which he ſeems 
ll to NR thoug it has waſted him 

K 2 almoſt 


This fon of law humour, like the famous 
offepring of one of 


| | N . 
N — Fo, * * 
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| | | | 
almoſt to the ſize of a walking cane) induced bo Ml 
him to turn his back on the Culinary proſeff v me 
an of his anceſtors, and, commence gentimal 1 f. 
o „„ ' his 
His feſt outſet on the ſtage was in ſome LY 
the country companies, where his round 0 if a di 
parts were of that caſt, as to leave the chan unſut 
rater he firſt appeared in undiſcoverable tc amongſt 
this hour. How long he continued here, i We into 
likewiſe involved in, the ſame obſcurity; bow repu 
ever, it could not be very long, from a com... co 
putation of his firſt commencement on. the ſtage r in t 
as in the year 1762 he took an excurſion i On 
Ireland, and landing at Cork, engaged with; at 
Mr. Barry, manager of both that and the ber. 
| Dublin company, at a very inferior ſalary. but few 
Though Weſton choſe his walk in come i of 
dy, and had originally ſtarted in chat line, ih tis 
was of that particular ſpecies which was by... 3 
no means calculated to ſhew the force of hiv. 
acting. Inſipid footmen, and ſecondary gentit- iert ye: 
men, in ſome bad farces, ſeemed to form the vote 0. 
whole of his caſt; nor do we ever remem-Wil;z no 


ber to have ſeen him in any character, where tre o 
he diſcovered ſcarcely any plimmering of the e th 
vis comica, except in the runken Man in x very | 
Lethe, and even in this his merit muſt be taken His - 
oi Fs; . donvince 
he "Waring foi diſagreement with Mr, Barry, Nut wh 


when he went up to Dublin, he enliſted un- Ms his 
der Moſſap, who, at that time, was in ſtrong BN, piece 
oppoſition to the other theatre, yet here buy wunce, 
powers continued under .a wrong * hemed, 
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br though he' ra N his acting 
v nearly the ſame, and whenever his name 


vas mentioned in the play- bills, it was amongſt 
the lumber troops of the company. However, 
tho' bis performance did not diftinguiſh him 
mongſt the Hibernian critics, his gallantries 
if a diſhonourable abuſe of the confidence of 
n unſuſpecting woman deſerves that title) did 
mongſt the women; for having ingratiated him- 
elf into the affections of a jeweller's daughter 
of reputation in Dublin, under a promiſe of 
rciprocal affection, he deceived her, and left 
ter in the hour of inſult, danger, and diſtreſs. 
On his arrival in London, Foote engaged 
lim at the Hay-market for the enſuing ſum- 
ner, This great comic actor always having 
but few hands, they are often under a neceſ- 
ity of going through a variety of buſineſs, 
ln this extenſion of parts, he diſcovered a hu- 
nour about Weſton, that he thought worth 
ultivating ; accordingly, he brought him out the 
let year in Transfer in the Minor, which he 
note on purpoſe for him. Weſton's abilities 
id not deceive him. In this character he 


ee out ſuch e ee ſtrokes of nature, as 
en rope bores of reciing 
om great acquiſition to the ſtage, | 


His appearance ſoon after in the Orators, 
Wconvinced the public they were not miſtaken ; 
e what eftabliſhed his abilities beyond a doubt, 
u his Jerry Sneak. in the. Mayor of Garrat; 
7 piece of natural acting, we may ſafely pro- 
wunce, all may deſpair of ſeeing equally per- 


brmed - except by the ori gi nal. a 


From 
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> try 4 — —— Rel can be now 
gathered t _ celebrated Nokes, I {the reat 
comedian of Betterton's day) his line 2 
ing ſeems to be moſt parallel to Weſton's; nor 
do we think we in the leaſt degrade that great 
comic ſupport of the laſt century by the com- 
pariſon. To analyſe Weſton's particular ex- 
cellence in comedy, it may be comprehended 
in one article, viz. A plain and obvious ſim- 
plicity of nature, which ſeems. ſo entirely bis 
own, that from ſeeing him on the ſtage, you 
are led to imagine it is no more than his uſual 
converſation. In thoſe ludicrous diſtreſſes, which 
by the laws of comedy, Folly is often involv- 
ed in, imagination cannot form a more natural 
mixture of puſillanimity and conſternation, than 
Weſton ſhews in Abel Drugger, on the break- 
ing of the phial. Other actors would have 
only made you laugh under the ſame circum- 
ſtance, but his powers do more, they oblige 
you to pity: him; nor is there a moment, 
wbilſt he is on the ſtage in this charactet, 
in which you do not forget it is 37111045. 
In a Word, we are tempted to conclude 


ing what M 
hero. 
His life is laughter, and the ludicrous 

So mixt in him, that Nature might ſtand up, 
And ſay to all the world-—this it an actor. 


Weſton's eulogium as a comediam, by parody- 
ak Anthony ays of Brutus 35 4 
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HERE i is on. the ſtage F as on 
the. great ſtage of the world, a num- 


ber of uſeful 


u 
al common, or projeaule qualifications, poſſeſs 
h thoſe happy agr#mens, as ſupport their cha- 
2 raters with eaſe and propriety; and who, 


though their talents are not calculated to call 
up the thunder of applauſe, are eutitled to 
the ſilent approbation of the more ſelected 


e judges. Amongſt this number we place Mr. 
- Aickin, who, though incapable of reaching 
e the limits of theatrical perfection, is always 


ſure to pleaſe, from his eaſy manner and j Ju- 
dicious intelligence of his author. 


bred to the weaving buſineſs, which, we 


capital of that kingdom. His inclinations 
not correſponding 
well why he ſhould not ſucceed in it. The 
principles of buſineſs require as nice an at- 
"Wl tention as the principles of mechanics; and 
the perſon who is inattentive to the ſmalleſt 
movements in either, will be greatly diſap- 


pointed if he W the uſual operations. 
K 4 | Why 


people, who, without any un- 


This gentleman was born in eld, and | 


believe, he followed, for ſome time, in the 
with trade, accounts very | 
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Why the ſtage was the profeſſion he threw 
his eyes on, when diſengaged from trade, 
or when, or in what character he firſt ap- 
peared, is, perhaps, juſtly conſigned to bio- 
graphical oblivion. Indeed, moſt appear. 
ances would do little injury to the per. 
formers to undergo the ſame fate; for let 
a perſon's talents be never ſo diſtinguiſhable, 
there is a certain diffidence and wam of 
manner, that glooms their luſtre; and the 

moſt yeu can ſay is, that you can diſcover 
ſome traces, that time, and acquaintance 
with the ſtage, may lead to perfection. 
When Mr. Aickin had ſufficiently tried 
his talents in Ireland, he embarked for Scot- 
land, and by degrees grew ſo great a favou- 
rite with the people of that kingdom, from 
his merit as an actor, and his ſenſible deport- 
ment in private life, that he became, on the 
defection of Mr. Lee, the hero of the Edin- 
burgh company, and played moſt of the 
capital parts in tragedy and comedy, with 
"or great ſatisfaQion. 


At this time there happened to belong to 
the company a player, whoſe name was Stay- 
ley, and who formerly belonged to the the - 
atre in Smock-alley, Dublin, under the ma- 


nagement of Mr. Sheridan. Like many more 


in the world, Stayley over-rated his own 
abilities, and depending on his intereſt with 
the town, demanded ſuch an increaſe of ſa- 


lary, that the perſons who managed for the 


company were obliged to diſcharge him. = 
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ſituation z and rather than not oppoſe, he 


vould rather not exif. Bred an academic, 
he had ſome mattering of books 45 a nd earl 7 ; 


. 


fancy or imagination 

With theſe outſide qualifications, and a 
very impoſing, ſpecious behaviour, he ingra- 
tated himſelf ſo far into the eſteem of the 
young collegians at Edinburgh, and repre- 
ſented his caſe. in ſuch favourable' terms for 
himſelf, and ſuch ungenerous ones for the 


hearing of this, repreſented the caſe in a 
next night the pit was totally inveſted with 


manded, «© Why Mr. Stayley was not en- 
gaged d And particularly called for the 
appearance of Mr. James Aickin, who, ap 
he principal performer, was the firſt name 
in the advertiſement. After his name had 


after he was preparing to play) and in the 
moſt conciliating terms, attempted to explain | 


haviour; but all in vain, the cry of the pit 
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is temper_he was one of thoſe reſtleſs 
turbulent ſpirits, that felt thorns in every 


J 4 7 


labbling with the Muſes, he rhymed lines 
out of number, without the leaſt gleam of 


company, that they determined to force the 
managers to à compliance. The managers, 


public advertiſement, ſigned with all their 
names: however, this would not do. The 


theſe ſons of Alma Mater, who, with ore 
voice, on the riſing of the curtain, de- 


been riotouſly called upon ſeveral times, he 
came forward dreſſed for Romeo, (the cha- 


the reaſonableneſs of his fellow comedian's be- 
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was, Damn yore ſaul, mon, done on your 


port: 
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cc marrow-bones, and aſk pardon of a Brat- 
« tiſh audience.” 80 ſervile a conceſſion, 
for only the imputation of an offence, he 
thought below the dignity of human nature; 
and, after ex poſtulating for ſome time in 


vain, during which he was ſeveral times 


thrown at from the pit, he came forwards 


and expreſſed himſelf to the following pur- 


7 % "> ' f i Oy" £5 $ 4 T 4 f ; 
( K , \ © +5 i, is 
& Gentlemen, f 
7 3 $ * * * 1 * , 


„I know of no offence. either my fellow 


e« performers or I have been guilty of, 


« which, if you would liſten to me, I 


© ſhould be able to explain to you. As to 


«« going. on my knees, it is What I; never 


« will do, but to God and my King. If 
« any gentleman. inſiſts on it, be muſt firſt 


«« rip from me this heart, w 


1 o 


hich inſpirits 


es this declaration,” 7 ro 35 
He had no ſooner. concluded, than the ſtage 


was crowded. with collegians, who, with 


their ſwords dra wn, ſearched every corner of 
the houſe, for the aſſuming play aflar, but in 
vain. Obſerving their motions, he had time 


to eſcape out of. a back windowz. which led 
into the ſtreet. Diſappointed in their ſearch, 
they turned their revenge on the ſeenery, of 
which they ſoon gave a good: 
next. attempted - the Green Room, which, 


as they could not ſo eaſily force, they had 
* i f . recourſe 


account. They 


conda 
ſcarci 
comp 
Juſtic( 
convii 
he hai 
ima g 
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recourſe. to firing, * with. this intent, 
run a lighted torch (which providentially 
had not 5 deſigned effect). under the door. 
Amongſt. this, groupe of young heroes, was 
the ſecond ſon of .ord:Bute. who had even. 
a narrower eſcape; than his father, when 
ſtruck at with a bludgeon, by the falling in of 
two fide. wings, of which he himſelf cut the 
ligatures. 

The theatre thus, demoliſhed,. the. com- 
pany were unavoidably, obliged. to. ſeparate. 
for the ſeaſon, and: that too at a period. when, 
the country was covered with froſt ; in con- 
ſequence of which, many who had families 
were near periſhing. In this dilemma Mr. 
Aickin ſet forward for London, deſpairing of 
ever reconciling himſelf upon terms in the 
leaſt agreeable, and after ſome time got an 


engagement at Drury: lane theatre. 

It is in the profeſſion of the ſtage, viiee | 
it is in many others, a man 's talents are often 
ſuffered to cool, before he is permitted an op- 
portunity to diſplay them] Aickin felt this 
ſenſibly on his firſt engagement, for tho parts 
he would have done N to, 2 in the 


poſſeſſion of others; ſo that loyment 
was conſigned to the hero, and often the ſe- 
condary character in ſome bad farce; the 
ſcarcity of performers of any merit in Foote's 
company, however, has ſince done him more 
juſtice z and he has, for ſome ſummers paſt, 
convinced the managers of Drury-lane, that 
he had more about him than what OT at firſt 


ima gined. Fe 
As 
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98 THEATRICAL BIOGRAPHY. 
As an actor, without pretending to be ca- 
pital and ſtriking, there is an eaſe and man- 
ner about his performance, which are very 
_ eaſy and natural. His forte hes pretty 

nearly alike in tragedy and comedy, in both 
of which he may be conſidered as a good ſe- 
cond: in ſhort, the whole of Mr. Aickin's 
theatrical merit, may, with- great propriety, 
be aſſimilated to an agreeable beauty, who, 
without having any charm nero ſtrik- 

ing, poſſeſſes] a captivating ſomething all to- 
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PHOUGH' this gentleman's title to the- 
atrical fame is as belongs being, 
as we may ſay, but juſt ſhewn to OO _- 8 
yet the uſeful talents he ſeems to poſſeſs, en- | 
title him to a poſt in the light infantry of our 
ſummer Bayes; beſide, as they have never 
yet been cultivated with metropolitan ap- HY 
plauſe, there is a preſumption they may, one 
Mr. Didier is the eldeſt fon of a gentle? 
man of reputation and credit. His father; 1 
who is now in an office of conſiderable truſt: 
at Harwich, gave him the education f | 
gentleman, and got him placed in his Ma» | 
jeſty's navy as a midſhipman. A diflike'to | 
the ſervice, and that volatileneſs of diſpo-. - | 
ſition which, in à peculiar manner, characte 5 4 
riſed the earlier part of his life, were the o | I 
caſion of his quitting his profeſſion; he there: 
fore very ſoon left the ſea, and commenced a ß 
ſon of the ſtage, with a ſmall ſtraggling 7} 
party of irregulars, who were nightly mur 
dering blank verſe and proſe, to the no leſs 'F 7} 
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delight than amazement of the inhabitants of 
Dover. Their ſtay in that town was not 
long, for ſoon after we find our hero tra- 
ließ from town to town, with this moſt 
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ed ſet of comedians at his heels, till 
through application, his theatrical talents 
ripened into that very moderate kind of 
merit, which entitled him to become a 
ſharer in a more eſtabliſhed company. 
To follow him through theſe peregrina- 
tions, would be; drawing; us into lengths in- 
Conſiſtent with the deſign of theſs memoirs. 
The following circumſtance, however, which 
not be over - locked: playing the part of 
Charles in the 8½% Bed), and in the ſcene 
paſſeſſing the full ſpirit of the; part, unfor- 


tunately jumped; down on the main trap, 


| | neh giving 
way all of a ſudden, ſuſpended,poor- Charles 
by. the chin, in a poſture avkward as it 
was: dangerous, As: ſoon as he was taken 
up, it was diſcovered. his throat. was cut 
in a moſt dangerous manner, and his life 
for, ſame time deſpaired: of: however, he 
had the good: fortune.) to: experience; a cure 
ſpeedy. as. it was perfect, which is the 
more te be wondered at, as he was, at 
that time, from his irregularities, in a. ſtate 
of conſtitution: not very. fayourable to me- 
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in. the centre of the ſtage, 
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Didier having N vg ſpirits, and 

poſſeſſing. a. general deſire to pleaſe, his prin. 

cipal fault was duQilitys a: e Roam tho! 

= heſtively vicious, yet capable of leading 

us often into many an error, which the 

coolneſs of Ve * <opdamy wy | 4 1 


prodi 
for from a 
— mg: os opinions _ vices. ws 3 
people, at, the expence of his own judgment, 
he endangered. both his, W e and con- 
ſtitution. Whilſt in the purſuit of this kind 
of life, he had the good fortune to be left. 


+ legacy of ſeven, hu 
nzar relation; this ſum, to a man of his 
experience, one would be led: to think, 
might, recoyer- him; but ſo totally was he 
immerſed. in; pleaſures that it only. ſpurred 
his appetite; and dennen „every in 10 00h; 
and diſſipation. | 847 by 91 
_ To a man thu diſpoſed, . this legacy. could, 
not laſt long ; & little. better than a, twelves. = 
month ſaw, the greater part ef iti f. . 
without his taking one ſtep to eſtabliſh him. 
{elf the, more. either in his profeſſions; or. 


any other kind of bußneſs, This reflezion; 
at lat - rapſed him, and; jos pon the ehe 
of its being all ſpent, la per when moſt, 


men become. rather. deſpe wc to. the gw 15 | 


ment of all. his bottle 8 on. . 


ſudden drew in, recovered. the uſe of a good: g N F: 
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ed his purſuits in public to the cultivation 


of his profeſſion; in private, to tl the eſtabliſh- 


| ment of a es character. 


- What affe une change in His diſpoſ. 


tion, was his marria ge | with Miſs Du Bel- 
lamy, ſiſter to Mr. 


Bellamy of Covent- 
garden theatre; meeting with luis Lady at 


Smock-alley theatre, Dublin, he was fo ſtruck 


with her, as to give him the firſt difreliſh 
to a life of diſſipation ; ; and (What is not 
often the caſe) [eng this antipathy in- 
creaſe after marria became: at length 


A total changeling, 224 has thereby added (it 
is to be hoped) to the long "catalogue of thoſe 


free-livers, whom matrimony Ts Watched 


from deſtruction. 


As an actor, Mr. Didier's merit may be 
ſaid to verge to no extreme, though we think 
him above mediocrity; ſor though he wants 


that luxuriance and ety ſo neceſſary to 


conſtitute a' perfe& comedian, he never of- 
fends, but is, -on the contrary, a ſenſible and 
judicious' ſpeaker. His particular walk in 


comedy has been in the foppiſh caſt - and 
one reaſon why, perhaps, his genius has been 


prevented from taking that ſpread nature 
might have deſigned it, is his having been, 


early in life, too ſtudious a copyiſt; a fault 
too incident to young performers, but which 
ſhould be carefully guarded againſt by all 
thoſe who would aſpire to the firſt forum. 
To the profeſſion. of an actor, he joins 
the amuſement of a ſcribbler; and amongſt 


many 
; 
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many little things in the literary way, he 


Se WEAK! S214) 
* , 7 7 42 * 
: y 


is the tranſlator of a favourite ſong called 


The Linnets, from the French of Moliere PE 


a ballad as remarkably pretty in its manner, 
as in its dition, T | 


[7 would be equally difficult, as unuſeful, 
to explore the origin of all our ſtage 


heroes ; the profeſſion itſelf is ſuperior to 


ſuch enquiries ; for, like the ſea-ſervice, no 
man is refuſed for want of birth or morals, . 
provided he is but able-bodied : indeed, were 


any other kind of ſcrutiny neceſſary, the 


public would find themſelves much abridged. 
of their entertainment, and the talents of 


many a vagabond conſigned to retreat and 


obſcurity. 


From what parents Mr. Davies is deſcend- | | 
ed, even the records of St, Giles's are ſi- 
lent. His entrance into life, which if at all 


remembered, dates from his being taken in 


as a ſervant to Ariſtophanes; here he ac- 
quired good eating and cloathing, and re- 


commending himſelf to his maſter, by be- 
| 1 7 ing 
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ng very Bandy, he, in time, added indolence 
and ſomething like reparte. : 
It is well known that no manager depends 
more on the ſucceſs of his own pieces and 
acting than Ariſtophanes ; this has led him 
to take little care of the merit of the un- 
der part of his compuny ; filling up the 
chaſm of dialogue with any degree of de- 
cency, is ſufficient for bim; nor even in 


this would he be particular, was it not for 


the audience, who ſometimes interpoſe by 
expreſſing their diſapprobation, as in the 


caſe of Mr. F- d, a gentleman whom he 


brought over from Ireland, ſome time ago, 
who was ſo conſpicuouſly diſqualified for 
the ſtage, that, as Shakeſpeare ſays, © one 
would be led to imagine he was the pro- 
duce of one of nature's journeymen.” — 
Having this circumſtance in his favour, Da- 
vies's ambition led him to make applica- 
tion to his maſter for leave to change his 
zvery for that of the Mufes : his good ſer- 
vices demanded ſome indulgence, and Ariſ- 
tophanes was not ungrateful ; he gave di- 
rections to his treaſurer to put him down 
on the books at a fmall ſalary, and ſoon af- 


ter brought him out in the character of the 


Stationed and uneducated as he was, lit- 
tle could be expected from this firſt at- 


| tempt in the character of a gentleman ; all 


that can be faid of him is, that from being 
perfect in the words, and not being a bad 
eo: ph EO, figure, 
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figure, he ſecured the indulgence of the 
groſs of the audience ; and as for criti- 


ciſm, he was too contempiible a mortel to 


garble. 

Finding binſelf in this elevated ſituation 
of life, his ſentiments kept equal pace; — 
fine women and French wines indeed, his 


finances nor credit would allow, but as for 


humble Port, and the range of the Garden, 
who but he? He kept it up for ſome time 
at a high rate, - but, O diſaſterous chance 


Hymen, as if inflamed at the indignities of- 


fered his rites, bribed Venus to ſet fire to 
his noſe, which the artful baggage did ſo 


dexterouſly, that it is, at preſent; with the 


greateſt « 25 art he can preſerve it "pens 
falling into his porter pot. _ 

We depend on the elicacy of our rea- 
ders to excuſe us raking further into the 
many anecdotes that ay be produced to 
adorn the life of this hero; we ſhall men- 


tion but one more, and confign him to 


ſfrut and fret his hour upon the ſtage, + and 
then be heard no more.“ 

Having ſome quarrel with his manager 
the ſummer before laſt, Ariſtophanes, in a 


paſſion, cried out, Damn you, quit my 
ſervice, and I'll give you twenty pounds this 
minute ! As the bard accompanied his threat 

by pulling out a twenty pound bank note, 


Davies accepted of it, and withdrew imme- 
dately from the theatre. 
After 
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106 THEATRICAL BIOGRAPHY. 


After this event, Weſton and he ſet up 
as managers in the Borough, and ſucceeded 
tolerably well for ſome time ; but the trad- 
ing people in that neighbourhood juſtly aware 
of the conſequences of ſuch an amuſement, 
ſent ſome peace-officers to interrupt their 
diverſion in the very middle of Richard the 
Third, and by an original ſtroke of critical 
abridgement, lopped off two of the aQts of 


that celebrated tragedy. Thus thrown up- 


on the world anew, his quondam maſter (who, 
in ſpite of all his wit, does not want for 
good nature) reſtored. him to his uſual rank, 
where he fince continues a thorough ſervant 
of the 'Theatre Royal, Hay-market. 
Uniformity obliges us to ſay 3 
of this actor, otherwiſe we would diſmi 
him for want of materials; as to his per- 
ſon, it was tolerable, till indolence and diſſi- 


_ pation. bloated it to a rank luxuriance, but 


now it only qualifies him for Bardo pb; as 


| to his voice, it is loud, without being tune- 


able; and as to his addreſs, it may very 


well 'be conceived, from his former ſituation, 


which is that of en aping gen- 
tility. 


nenen 


N fo 3 an 1 as e 
[ are ſenſible there are many anecdotes * 
we are unacquainted with; this may very 
well be ſuppoſed from the ' difficulty of the 
attempt, as nothing but the moſt confiden- 
tial intimacy with each perſon, could poſſi- 
bly pFocure us this knowledge; an infor- 


mation we hope our good-natured Ae 
vill excuſe us not purchaſing at ſucks: | 
But after all what would this avail ? "Ie 
would only lengthen theſe memoirs to ano- 
ther volume, and conſequently tickle the 
ears of thoſe' who. are-eternally pleaſed with 
adventure. Thoſe material anecdotes, that 
mark the bias of the mind, and lead to the 
diſcovery of ad 3 we have with 
no leſs aſſiduity than fidelity collected; as 
ſuch we have 1 them to the public, 5 
and flatter ourſelves they will be n 0 
uſeful as they are entertaining. 
We are likewiſe ſenſible there are e 
ee "_ may think themſelves ag- 
| grieved 


— 


„ 
grieved by not holding a rank in theſe me- 
moirs, and will produce as vouchers for 

this neglect, their ſalarieti, and the part: 
they are in poſſeſſion of. Without deſcend- 
ing to Ml-natured particulars, the general 
anſwer we would give theſe claimants is, 
e we have engaged for none in our title- 
page but yRINCIPALs;” and finding them, 
after an impartial inveſtigation, to be de- 
ficient in this character, we pught our- 
ſelves ſufficiently juſtified in precluding them. 
Indecd we may ſeem to have | departed a 


nan 
ima: 
this 
ſink 
amp 
dete 
ſolic 
of t! 
actoi 
ward 
and « 
even 


little from this plan, by introducing ſeveral may 
of the performers of the Hay-market ; but the; 


this ſummer bartalion is engaged in ſo diffe- 
rent a ſervice, to what the other theatres 
are, that thoſe who would be conſidered as 
inferiors in either Drury-lane or | Cdvent- 
garden, act here as principals; beſide, in- 
troducing the manager alone, without ſome 
part of his hiſtrionic corps, would be as 
aukward as ſending a monarch on the ſtage 
unattended with his guards. 

Jo excel, as a player, is indeed very dif- 
Kicult, and but little leſs, as has been ob- 
ſerved, „Than to be a living and movin; 
epitome of thoſe arts that rank foremol 
amongſt the polite.” This difficulty will be 
Further explained, by obſerving on the one 
| fide, how very few, of fo numerous a pro- 
feſſion, riſe to any conſiderable degree of 
theatrical eminence; and on the other, how 


parts 
ble a 
held 

point 


nany, who from the flattery of i 


magine themſelves every way qualified for 


this purpoſe, yet, after a few nights trial, 
fink into neglect and obſcurity: fo many ex- 


amples, one would be led to imagine, ſhould 
deter others from being duped by the fame 


ſolicitations 3 but the preſent miſerable ſtate 


of the ſtage s otherwiſe, when we ſee 


actors and aQreſſes every night thruſt for- 
ward in the. moſt capital parts of tragedy 


and comedy, without education, genius, or | 


even perſonal accompliſhments z to ſuch we 
may apply, with great juſtice, the fable of 


the aſs in the lion's ſkin, who, inſtead. of 
partaking of any of the qualities of that no- 


ble animal, by ſuch a 'metamorphoſis, only 
held up his own weakneſſes im & more glaring 
point af 100 a ey? 487 2 
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your. buok, and to avoid an i 
on the public, in a matter which fo 


e 
POSTSCRIPT, 


NED SHUT ER to 'the PutnrER, greeting, 


I HERE As in a quotation from a book 
1 intitled, Theatrical Biography, there is 
a circumſtantial, account of my family, (See 
page 40, vol. II.) I beg, for the credit of 


ition up- 
much 


concerns them to be acquainted with, — that 
ou will correct a miſtake the writer of thoſe 


1 *4 Phan has made. For WHEREAS the faid 


writer does, with great confidence aſſert, that 

my *©* Father was a Chairman, that my Mother 
fold oyſters, and that I, NED SHUTER, was 
born in a CELLAR ;” now, though I will ac- 


knowledge that my Father was u Chairman, 


though I have no objection to own that my 
Mar her ſold oyfters in the winter, and cucumbers 
in the ſummer, yet I do ſolemnly aver, that ! 
was not born in a CgLLAR, but in a front 


room, up two pair of ſtairs, at one Mr. Me- 


rit's, an eminent Chimney-Sweeper, in Vine- 


 frreet, St. Giles, Having thus diſcharged 


my conſcience, by rectifying any miſtakes 
the public might fall into on ſo important 


4 1 1 remain with gratitude, 
* heir obedient Servant, 
NED SHU TER. 


* we — * 


of The following. deſcrip tive 


But his the nobleſt with an honeſt heart, | 4 


Here thinks his Dragoons low, and there too hi 
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"Pon. on the. Merits, A of 
the Performers of our The- 
atres, we hope will prove an 
W Addition | to | this 
Work. 0 
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The Smithfield a not 


e Fa * 1 


"HE war's a 
| faid © 

Each figs! his hook, a ”_ 
Some play the higher, fome 


Each hugs himſelf, and with a partial eye 


So far we're right, as partial to our own, 7 0 0 
To make this be Aan of life. go down. 470 
Stateſmen, though Ja, ja in- rank, ary Fall in * N 
For diff rent intereſt tu a little hearts 

Vol. II. e e 


= * —— A * 
A —— e — 8 
. rt Lane ro ie nals 4 ones 
N . 8 3 


le wich the greateſl wit's the greateſt rogue ! 
He muſt bec 


, Pſhaw, cries 


ns ſtole me corners, in ban ladies hearts; | 
| my r 
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n re ber Mg 


r wit and lies 


Theſe are van, And each fulfils che 1 


God help the fool'! for what 


The wit, the fool, the knave, the honeſt man; 


In each I've play'd „and mark'd the moral Page, | 


1 Held up the mitror to a vicious age, 
. Points ; 
And wept with virtue, when ſhe wept for you: 


at vice, and all her bawdy crew, 
Wiſt'd from my inmoſt foul the parts might pleaſe, | 


And pleaſing move, the very wilh'd diſcaſe,— 


If various ſervitudes of long grimace, 
May in the public's favour ſhare a place, 

Muſt I retire unprais'd p ſome few there are 
Would ever bind me in the comic ſphere, 
. ſouls, to nature, and to health, 

ill burn *cauſe Garricł hath amaſsꝰd lome wealth, 
True he hath ſome, the very wealth was yours, 
For which he gave ye his theatric- wers: 

Selma, 40 #hould he tho! retire, 

4 Till age of ſickneſs wear him, or we tire?” 
e . ſhould not, — but now he kindly oops 
yy, Ladies, —whalit he boaſts 3 — 


« 93 . 2445 Miſs Prude . ſuch inſolence indee 


6 ro rl like him ſhould þ the Town be free'd, 8 


"And: fo hehbpes—and withihis errors (too, 
Which when you mention, , pray relate them few? 


All men have more, or leſs. tis human lot, 
Did even Roſcuus lay without a ſpot ? 
Critics will ever drag” thoſe faults to view, 


But Garrick win phie wachen ile WS e few. ; 


O'Brigh Advance, —for ſure Onerr ants 


— 2 — 


R d t* 


— PI 


us 


But King 1 is ( equals ee Sy or . | 


L 113 1 


A genius bleſt With ev leafin; power, 

And form'd for ook one % ht's amour. wh 
Can ye conceal the language of t eye, e 
And ceaſe to flirt the fan, when he goes by 7 
Say, would ye ſpeak, if there was room te pore | 


One little fault againſt that man of love 15 


Tho? vel of e if a comic abe 
May in the public's favour ſhare a place, 
King has ſome ' right to praiſe—yet Ati a. 
You're not fo hearty as he merits claps. 
It would be tedious to recount th' applauſe, 
His various characters from: Candour draw: 
Mark in Love a la Mode--where Shuter hr 
He rides as eaſy as Sir Archy ſnufft. 
1 8 been tol d * dae 8 W 1 2 1 
at King's at Plymouth w ur Garrick's | 
oO! ht ICE of taſte a linking port: N. , 
Hold, cenſure there our men er. arms reſort: *' 
They { read the truth, and to the fat they'll ſwear, 


King ftimes in ee in Lear. 


In Richard, I a little more e 


Palmer 1 in ne aliar air, | 
With all 7 of b; 2 e 
For men muſt own it, when the Fair allow N 
That Palmer is the mlip of a Hem. „ 


3 — 
"A 


Yates, merry man—to Shuter cannot bens. SR 


Here, in grimace—or in a Smithfield ſhow 3 wet I 


+ 


Nor can ye blame him in domeſtic life, 
When Maj or Oakley cures a jealous "wife * 


Faults he hach ſome hut then his humour draws 10 
The hands of Gods to drown them with PO No 


WA 


E'en nature's errors paſs not critics ey 
e! s too ſhort - and Branſby s out o bre. 
* 2 ä Waz 
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Was ever yet one man, without one ſp#t, 


But if a Genius, nine to four, a Sort; 1 
Defefts in nature are beneath retort, | * 
Tho! Foote drinks claret - by one word diſtort. A 
At real vices let our ſatire fly, | 
Nor tell Davies that he wants an eye. 
But touch the man, when affeQtation draws w 
Beyend all decency, and Shakeſpeare's laws: 11 
1 well remember both the time and place, D 
When this Othello fear'd to ſpoil that face; 1 
Rejefted ſmut, rejected Shakeſpeare's ſcene, B, 
Wet more the Negro than if black he'd been. ; 
I did not paſs uncenſur d in the part; 
Tho' Quin was heavy, yet that Quin was ſmart; if 
When maſk'd—how like ye Garrick—how's the 7 
e oo Oe dota tn 
The ho” The feen, but where's, the kettle, pray ? — 
Twelve riſing miles remove the fretting icene, _ 8 
And dare Othello upon Richmond green, 4 
Sneer on the mighty m. and crew, | 1. 
And laugh and ſquall with Mrs. Daly too: M' 
Allow them neither flart, nor pauſe in tine ns M 
Here prove they oh! too late there, ah I too ſoon. , Wl **: 
Beg Mrs. Lee would not be quite ſo proud, | 
Or, midſt her acting, talk aſide — ſo loud: | FE 
Not to forget amidit her regal train, uo 
She's but a chamber -maid in Drury- lane? Ha 
Give Weſton merit, for the man hath ſome, 15 
But beg great Mr. Hayes may ſtill be dumb: 2 
And tho the former loves a tawdry punk, Tu 
The latter, like him, ſometimes will get drunk: Th 
Tho' more, perhaps, with vanity than gin, Ste 
Hayes cannot act, but ſtill that Hayes can grin: f . 


Allow no merit when the man has none, 
In pity fill let Dibble's eye alone. 
But why fo ſerious— for you love to roaſt! 


Don't Branſby tread too heavy for a ghoſt ? 


Ho 


ie does Plesk allow tha t,, 
For Ghoſts, A move as ligbt a air: 
We'll do our utmoſt then to melt him down, ' 

And hope he'lt move, and * eee Toe. 


How wel is reafon, und how Mid to Ma in 
When woes, like obſcure his'faiteſt: bY ts > 
The world declares—that on out ſtuge ef ile 
N***, is Heid — lie cauſe a pretty ie: e 
Talk on, vile World for ſcandal's never "—_ 
LEES 4 bret ee 7650 


TILE FA "hs 6000 
If form, if beauty; if * 

If all the powers of eloq ; 

Attention claim. tis ins e cow! 

In love like her, or who 1 in love aſſua 

Were not her merits gr cat 257 Sid” 

Some wavering few Nur d by — | 


And be forgiven + for zerior c 

Might draw. the Fon 55 ee 1 
Might reſet e not fay—m even, raiſe + 
es Tr ae 


1 . 1 3 
A virtuous poli 28 the art * wink * 
When wife to or rov h her Mihai, f 
Have you not wi ole charms er 
Have 1 not dn he m. Tpite, a little ſin,” in Ne „ 
and e rus unlucky comin it 7 Fas Ml | 

{ am ſure ſhe Fei regird, lu 

The C 1 counted, by fo ſweet a WA. ay F. 
* wants ſome Tong daſh'd with ſparks bus," N 1 


I would eee de 1 o much a nn. 
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To pleaſe, * ! when Garrick i is tio more : 
Thee names excuſe, the bills will ti N 


Tue Lears, A I 1 
engaged—and 5. 


Fome I've. 
Poor Mr. n gd 
It needs no ing, 
Will ite i me, wt 


th 


and Majo 2 
. , 


part che uchi 


And with them bury my. beute cares : 
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ng crew, 


x 
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is that wide 
Where Oxen over drove rebellious. 
Where horſes whinny, and where 


Pigs gran” 'Calves 
bleat, 
Where ſtinks 


(Till Ci Mayors 1 
Wh x fn x 
A Gothic Vatican 
Conſpicuous ſtands, gt 2 


And pang | Meals 
Here Dullneſs, as a 
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ebe 


ripen, 


martyr's virtues, n] 
Lewd revels bold, and 
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ers, Wed 1 8 
tins, filks, and rags, 


F rom Radclifl-croſs, 10 gh” 
In frocks and bombs, in 
© wigs, and 22 Fn 4 
rom Court, ns ſrom rant 
On ſoot, on horſe, in carts, in hack s, and lots; 
preſs to ſce eile ra. e 


28 ſmootk FRE r 
But Wien s flths 0 fr colle ay: 
Six mealy paſtry-cooks Riride along, 
Er. 2 82 with Erfe and Os814n' 's . 2. 
Then . —— to next appear, 
Holding in « the rob'd Vor Tais. ie 
Like TirTy-Dor.L a ſolus comes. 
2 works new gilt from — bums: 
Two s ſupport two empty 
With Smollet's hiſt' ry Re two vile punks: 
Six butter boys with each one pound in hand. 
Folded in Mauuock's plays compleat the band: 
A whifhng ſuburb reg alarm 1 150 N 1 


Tolighthis/ pi 
e an 


8 thre *. — — 8 — 
Which as mov curs curling tore: 
Moꝛeen dark ihe ae TD . 
Love at fit Hill' wooden 

2 IC "9 * bon 7 Nivokl aa 
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Behind him moy'd with ſoft affected 2 . 
Mils Molly Mattoeks with a velvet face, 
Quav'ring, and ſtraining out of tune, and rule, 

Like Shock when fqueezing of his matin asl: 
Turn'd as he walk d, and curs d his iron dne, 
Wiſhing caſtration, and Peretti's ſtate: 

Who with a bolſter d form, advanc'd in fong, 

A ſpontoon ſcarce ſo fmall, nor half fo long, 
Tenducci he ; for ſurely ſuch another, 

Was never got by man, —or own'd by n 1 
Behind theſe poor apologies ſor men 
Came flutt'ring Elliot, pretty, wanton Hen, 
Dreſs'd in a iſmal crape:—a crimſon ſhame 
Declar'd ſhe'd injur'd him who rais d her fame * 1 
So ſweet a flew drew pity from the mob, 

Who prais'd' contrition, and gave fob for fob: 

One thouſand paramours attend her train, 
Who from her piercing eye receive diſdain.— 
Behind this motley crew, CorT—1— came, 

As dead to | ſenſe as dead to fame : 


A formal, fam” 11 th . 
Who Dab-chic rey Hie airs on mo on *. 
Badley, Marr, Burton, Parſons, Watkins, Lee, 
Appear'd dull ſons of dull tauto eng. d 
Fox folly's ſtandard bore, — ruffd the 2 
And Mes. Bennet thumb'd—a bum- rum: 
Behind a ſhadow of Will. Wh 'tzhead ca ne, a 0 
His left hand held a mug, his right leg lame; 57 fo 
The other hand the School for Lovers ſpread, © | 
5 nodding onions conſecrate his head: _ 
1 each ſhoulder 75 0 owls in tears, 4 
ens of ſome future years; 1 
The sb 0 1 ſage mark'd with one huzza, Wy 
The — Ms ed—ſhrunk, and ſlid away, - i 


From Covent-Garden iſſu'd Village Madge, 
A rural Queen; and beauty was her badye : 


She, 


1 . 5 6% 
224 oils, $5 4D Fe „. Dr 7 rr * 2 e 


She, | in the Bower 77 a: ( 


With 2 kindled. and wi 2 ſed nv 
0 


Grace inted \Theatres, the eyes, * 
The ears 5 os ſex ; the brave, the wiſe An 
Drink love, drink melody ; confeſs, my choice = 
The lovelieſt woman, with the ſweeteſt voice: An 
| Fheſe all, and all chat yet the finiling: * Th 
- Adorn, or hath alem 3 m earlier age, W. 
Wit, beauty, laughter, gaiety, good ſenſe Mi 
Meet in this Queen of gentle dalliance. . PI 


Smart Dx x R trip'd with various ribbons wa * 
And * Zong Mackurn follow'd, halle and fo 


Eaſe Rh d-coture; put unhurtful pon, 
2 12 uliar Majeſty her port. 
Va ee „ whom ſweet a made 
n banal, —in ily white arra 
58 Brent! adyanc'd,, b 4 8 a EW ud, 
=_ _ echo quite i the..croud; 
Nature's wan} 2 ing, the Summers 127 


S the. Offer Ae guide, 5 
hom, oF; ſhade. of f Gay en Ne fo 8 
ally, and hip own ſweet 
oungs reſpektful diſtance ; 0Y 
an "Jones were foes to weep. 
Hopkins, and. 8 a. wantonnefß preis d, 
The latter like a; 14 aa delt d; 
1 behi ae Spurs Th t. 
| uter i ind as 'Sguire Groom f. 
Baker a ble bore in Shuter's train, | 
And in it peep'd the gentle Miſs Cockain : | 
_ Bradſhaw Coats ſmil/d, and rode W N | 
And Wü danc'd before the kind Miſs. Bride = 


| | en 


Ten brooms . revers'd, ten 
As many ſnuffers glitter in 
A braſen trumpet echo'd . „ 
And Catley fmil'd 2 a pye- I'd Horle, , re 
In robes Te ſilver, a nd as fair as milk. * 
And flutt' ring half in air obs wings of KE 
The wanton, moh, the little wanton haill! 
Whilſt tall Sir Whiffle kiſs'd her horſes ſloatin 1 
Mills fancy 8. Dandard bore, with martial grace, 1 
And Miles, and Rooker follow'd face to | to face, „„ 
Flac d on . Wai „ A 5 oo Mets. 1 0 
Pantone | | 
And Mrs. 1 
With all that 

That Pts 4 2 
She fair, ſhe kind, 
The wilh, the, toaſt, | [ihe 8 


Legions of various 


Furies, in pai fre) riſe 
Led on h Ls 
Thrice wav'd his 

higher: 2 
In dull fepulc 


In anſwer er as. Yo 

175 "FL 7 5 
Miller, far fairer than {air Enna Mie 
Firſt Pluck d, a plucking Rowers. „ aul Dise? 
day ?—m a' dare 0 ö t the 12 5 5 90 Poe, 15 0 175 
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